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The mission of the Ad  Valorem Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission is 
to promote an ad valorem property tax system which is fair and equitable 
to all taxpayers by implementing standard valuation methodology, tax law 
conformity, and assessment administration compliance.

Oklahoma
	     Ad Valorem

F O R U M
Director’s Notes:

Continued on page 2...

“IAAO Zangerle Award Winner: 
1997 and 2010”

Happy New Year 2011 
January has started with some deep freeze weather, but the cold temperature didn’t stop the inaugural 

ceremony for Oklahoma’s first female Governor. That’s historic for the state, and it is interesting the Governor’s 
post will be held not only by the only female in state history, but also the only member of the new State Board 
of Equalization who has both service and experience on the State Board. Governor Fallin served on the State 
Board during her tenure as Lt. Governor, so she will be familiar with the process as we look forward to a 
busy year for the ad valorem system. 

The Ad Valorem Division has published its Business Personal Property Schedule for 2011, and it’s been 
posted on the web. The 2011 Schedule is a good effort, and we’re pleased with the input we received from 
all parties involved. 

The posting of materials on the web will continue due to budget constraints. More and more material be 
posted on the web to save time and trees.  It takes an effort to keep up with the material and navigate around 
the web site until you find it. It’s a new process, and we’re still getting used to it. We’re trying to send email 
notices on new material to remind people to look on the web. 

The Ad Valorem Division sent out the letters of improvement and concern for 2011. If your county received 
one, please review it carefully.  It is our hope that the letter will clarify areas of concern before those issues 
become compliance problems. This has become more important each year, and we’ve had many questions 
about the letters from several groups. So please look at these letters in the spirit in which they are offered: a 
way to address possible compliance issues early in the process. 

We start things off with our New Assessors’ Orientation on January 20 and 21 at Country Inn & Suites 
in Oklahoma City. There has been some debate as to the exact number of new assessors. We have 28 new 
assessors if you count all those assessors newly elected plus those who were appointed in 2009. We’re calling 
those who were appointed and then ran “New, Old” assessors since they are new to the office, but have 
many years experience. We’ve been really pleased with the energy and enthusiasm of all the newly elected 
assessors, and both the “New, New” and the “New, Old” recognize the county assessor has a complex and 
sometime difficult job. 

We are excited that we’ll have all of our field analysts attending the New Assessors’ Orientation. I appreciate 
their efforts. They have faced some challenges in the last couple of years in the face of strict travel budgets and 
still trying to do their jobs to the best of their ability. I’ve appreciated their patience and that of the county 
assessors’ offices who rely on their help and assistance. 
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Continued from page 1 “Director’s Letter”...

Oklahoma Ad Valorem

FORUM Page 2

“A Mapping Minute” “A Mapping Minute” 

 With Troy Frazier With Troy Frazier

New Years is always a time of new beginnings. The Ad Valorem Division had a good year in 2010, and 
we look forward to the continued good working relations with Oklahoma State University and the County 
Assessors’ Association. As we’ve always said, a solid partnership between these groups helps everyone in 
the ad valorem system and provides better service for state taxpayers. 

Good luck with your New Year’s resolutions. Eat healthy, exercise some, take care of your family, don’t 
take those people around you who support you for granted (you know exactly who I’m talking about). Treat 
people that you deal with nicer, and stop worrying about the small stuff. It’s better to make a resolution 
and keep it for a while than not to have made one at all.

Jeff Spelman, CAE, Director, Ad Valorem Division 

P.S.  “Often it is a greater risk to postpone taking an action because you’re studying it to death rather 
than just doing something, and if you are wrong, change the darn thing.”  Anwar Caddo, Ad Valorem 
Philosopher, borrowed and improved on a quote from Harry A. Hopf.

It’s time to schedule ArcGIS (ArcView) training sessions at the CLGT computer lab in Stillwater for 
this year. 

We will have the first class March 29th through 31st.  The second class is scheduled June 21st through 
23rd.  We have a third class in September and a fourth in November. 

These classes are basic ArcView editing that include creating parcels and whole subdivisions.  Holding 
these basic, hands-on classes allow us to focus on more advanced topics during the mapping session in 
Tulsa at the Annual Assessors’ Educational Conference.

If you are interested in attending one of these basic ArcView classes, contact Lois Strate for registration 
information at CLGT.  Her phone number is (405) 744-6049 and her email address is loisas@okstate.
edu.

We still continue to offer regional, on-site MIMS training for 3-4 counties provided we can get a MIMS 
county to host it.  If you would like to host such MIMS training, please give Troy Frazier a call at (405) 
319-8200.

Remember: Reality is intended for those with no imagination!

Receive the “Forum” by Email:
To receive the “Ad Valorem Forum” by email, please forward your email address to Cyndi Heath at 
cheath@tax.ok.gov.
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Foreclosure filings in Oklahoma remained at historic high levels during the third quarter of 2010, 
according to data from RealtyTrac. Between July and September 5,806 housing units in Oklahoma received 
a foreclosure filing, a 15% increase from 2009.

One out of every 282 homes in Oklahoma was in foreclosure during the 3rd quarter, far less than the 
national average of one in every 139 homes, and 31st highest among the states.  In Nevada, which has the 
highest foreclosure rate for 15 straight quarters, one in 29 housing units was in foreclosure.

Sources:  http://www.realtytrac.com  and Tulsa World, October 14, 2010.

Third Quarter 2010 Foreclosures

The IT Division of the Oklahoma Tax Commission is in the process of revising the procedure for the 
County Assessors to submit renewals for AG Exemptions.

If you have been sending the diskettes to OTC and no longer have the technology to make them, you 
may send the renewals in paper form until the Commission has the system updated.  

Hopefully, the system will be ready by February 2011.  If you prefer you may wait until the system is 
available to upload your files and send them at that time. 

This information was provided by Sandy Johnson, Supervisor of the Business Service Section, Taxpayer Assistance 
Division.

Agriculture Exemption
Renewals for Sales Tax
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The County Computer Coordination Committee 
met in the Ad Valorem Division for its monthly meeting 
on January 11, 2011.

Progress continues with installation of updated 
CAMA Windows program.  Major County has been 
the testing site.  Glen Blood and Scott Warren made 
the necessary changes to move from XP to Windows 
7 on the CAMA system.  Password problems related to 
the User ID in CAMA has been rectified.  All program 
testing should be completed soon so installation in other 
counties can begin.

There are several upgrades and useful features on the AA program that are new.  The data entry 
screen is now bold-faced because Arial font cut off some of the characters.  An update is forthcoming 
to use the three address lines which have not been going across from AA to CAMA.  No difficulties are 
expected in updating that feature. The “help/about” file has all the changes listed.  The AA updates are in 
version 3.0.1.  

There is a program used by Pottawatomie County which customizes a user’s screen preferences.  It 
remembers the settings, so if hiding the address is preferred, it will not show up until the display feature 
is selected.  It remembers settings from day to day.  The program costs about $49.  

Temp files have been a problem in Custer County.  If Word is open, it creates temp files.  If AA is 
minimized, Word may think it is a folder and create a temp file.  These files are saved on C drive because 
they cannot save to the server.  Samba lets Microsoft save a temp file and rename it. 

 Information can be downloaded from a laptop in the field to the file server in the office.  A cell card 
can be obtained to get airtime which allows the laptop computer to connect to a server.  U.S. Cellular cards 
have been successful for this purpose, but AT&T cannot keep up with current demand.  Verizon is getting 
into this area as well.  Be certain encryption is accomplished, so no one can get into the information.  This 
is a useful tool and nothing else has to be written to use it.   Small counties get poor cell service, but if 
one goes to a bigger town in the county, service can be reached. The issue then becomes making a printed 
copy to give to the property owner.   

Pontotoc County has a problem with no draw coming up on the field card.  It might be that Netframe 
is corrupted.

Blaine & Woods Counties have computers that will not log onto the server without difficulty.  Blaine 
should contact VLS regarding this.  Woods County was advised to plug it into a different spot to see if 
the porthole is the issue.  It could be the switch went out, or it could be the cable has a nick in it. Several 
counties have had to replace switches when experiencing this problem.

Report Writer is not usable for agricultural applications as it does not print the tractors out 
properly.  

Assessors commented favorably regarding the OTC icon.    Johnny Caldwell said a future application 
he envisions is a button to push to get a homestead form printed out.

Johnny Caldwell is retiring.  There will be a retirement get-together for him on February 10 at 5:00 
to 7:00 p.m. at Embassy Suites in Norman, Oklahoma. This is in conjunction with the CODA meeting to 
be held in that same facility.

David Tinsley invited the 4C to meet at the Cleveland County Courthouse for its next meeting.  The 
date will be Wednesday, February 9, at 10:00 a.m.  David will provide directions to the office.  This, too, is 
in conjunction with the CODA winter meeting.

4 “C” Holds Its January Meeting
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IAAO MEMBERSHIPS (Select one)

24200WEB

DON’T PAY AGAIN 
UNTIL JANUARY 1, 2013!

DON’T PAY AGAIN 
UNTIL JANUARY 1, 2013!

IAAO Membership Application for 2011

You can download a PDF version of the Application here: 
http://www.iaao.org/uploads/MembershipApplication2for200WEB.pdf
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Retirement Get-Together
Johnny Caldwell

When:	 February 10, 2011
	 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Where:	 Embassy Suites Hotel, 
	 2501 Conference Drive, Norman, OK

Johnny began in the ad valorem business as the 
Pushmataha County Assessor in 1984.  In 1990, he 
moved to SA&I where he was actively involved in 
computerization of county offices. Come join the 
party as Johnny prepares to leave the work force 
and move into a well-earned retirement.  

Focus on Beckham County
The Spanish were the earliest explorers 

and adventurers in the southwestern section of 
Oklahoma where Beckham County is located.  In 
the 1600s and early 1700s they traveled via the 
Great Spanish Road, which passed through present 
southwestern Oklahoma. Later, in 1852 American 
explorer Randolph B. Marcy investigated the area 
while searching for the source of the Red River. 	

Early beginnings of Beckham County saw many 
changes.  After a dispute over the Adams-Onís Treaty 
of 1819, both the governments of the United States 
and the state of Texas claimed ownership of some 
1.5 million acres in what was then operated as Greer 
County, Texas. Litigation followed, and in the case of 
United States v. State of Texas 162 U.S. 1 (1896), issued 

When The Grapes of Wrath was filmed, the Beckham 
County courthouse made a thirty second appearance 
in the final cut of the movie.

IAAO Chapter Meeting
Chapter President Keith Hulsizer announced the Oklahoma Chapter of IAAO will meet in conjunction 

with the CODA Winter Conference.  The date will be Thursday, February 10, 2011.  The location is the 
Embassy Suites Hotel, 2501 Conference Drive, in Norman, Oklahoma.  The meeting time is approximately 
4:00 p.m. in University Ballroom A.  
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on March 16, the Supreme Court, having original jurisdiction over the case, 
decided in favor of the United States. The county was then assigned to the 
Oklahoma Territory on May 4, 1896.

Established at 1907 statehood, Beckham County is situated in 
southwestern Oklahoma. It was formed from the northern portion of Greer 
County and the southern portion of Roger Mills County. The northwestern 
corner of the county lies within the High Plains while the remainder of the 
county lies in the Gypsum Hills physiographic region. 

The county was named for J. C. W. Beckham, who was Governor of 
Kentucky and was the first popularly elected member of the United States 
Senate from Kentucky.

The town of  Sayre was established in 1901, named for Robert H. Sayre 
who was a stockholder of the railroad. Sayre was temporarily selected as the county seat in 1907 until 
an election in June 1908 gave Sayre a small-margin win over Erick as the permanent county seat.  A two-
story, brick building served as the first courthouse until a three-story replacement was completed in 1911.  
The structure was a blend of Neoclassical and Second Renaissance Revival 
styles and featured a dome with a colonnade that supported a roof with 
a smaller, replica dome.  It was added to the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1984.  

The economy in early day Sayre was primarily livestock and farming. 
However, this all changed when rich oil and gas fields were found in the area 
and Sayre began to grow.

Historic Route 66 meanders through Sayre providing many views of 
the “Mother Road” era as well as historic buildings dating back to the 
town’s founding in 1901.  Many of these old buildings are currently being 
enthusiastically refurbished as Sayer’s entire historic downtown district, 
centered on Main and 4th Streets, was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, as well as the Oklahoma Register, in 2002. 

In the downtown district, the historic courthouse looms over the east end of Main Street. The Owl 
Drug Store served travelers a great milkshake in the not so distant past, as well as the old Stovall Theater.   
Running underground at the center of 4th and Elm Streets is a walkway that once served to keep pedestrians 
safe when Route 66 was congested with traffic.

Several murals are on the walls of buildings including the one on the art deco post office. The Western 
Motel still caters to Route 66 travelers. Other points of interest include the Sayre Park with its WPA 
constructed rock swimming pool, the RS&K Railroad museum, and the Old Hotel Bed & Breakfast.

Not far to the east of Sayre is an ancient “Buffalo 
Kill Site” dating from 300. B.C. which has become part 
of an archeological dig by the University of Oklahoma. 
This important piece of history can be seen when 
visiting the Winery Flying W Guest Ranch, where trail 
rides and wagon rides transport you back in time.  

Beckham County’s economy has been principally 
based on agriculture and livestock raising. Major 
crops have included cotton, wheat, alfalfa, kafir, milo 
maize, and broomcorn. In the late 1920s the county 
ranked fourth in Oklahoma for the number of cotton 
bales ginned. 

Robert H. Sayre

Mainstreet at the Flying W Guest Ranch, located 
between Sayre and Elk City, OK

J.C.W. Beckham
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Mineral industries have had a sporadic and limited impact on 
the county’s economy. In the first half of the twentieth century 
entrepreneurs manufactured salt near Erick. In the 1920s several 
petroleum companies drilled oil and gas wells around Sayre and 
Erick. Between 1948 and 1969 oil was being drilled near Elk 
City. In 1958 mineral industries in Beckham County employed 
364 individuals and had an annual payroll of $1.7 million. In the 
late 1970s and early 1980s an oil boom and bust occurred.  At 
the turn of the twenty-first century the leading industries were 
retail trade and health care. 

Historic Route 66, which came through Beckham County in 
1928, was replaced by Interstate 40 in 1975. By the mid-1940s 
numerous bus lines were in use, followed by an increase in major 
highways and municipal airport services.

County residents could receive a higher education beginning 
in 1938 when Sayre Junior College opened. The facility closed 
during World War II but reopened in 1946. In 1987 it became a 
branch of Southwestern Oklahoma State University. The Sayre 
branch of the Western Technology Center held its first classes 
in 1995. 

The following sites in Beckham County are listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places:

•	 Edwards Archaeological Site, Carter
•	 Casa Grande Hotel, Elk City
•	 Hedlund Motor Company Building, Elk City 
•	 Storm House, Elk City
•	 Whited Grist Mill, Elk City
•	 First National Bank, Erick
•	 West Winds Motel, Erick
•	 Beckham County Courthouse, Sayre
•	 Sayre Champlin Service Station, Sayre
•	 Sayre City Park, Sayre
•	 J. S. Danner House, Sayre
•	 Sayre Downtown Historic District, Sayre
•	 Sayre Rock Island Depot, Sayre
•	 Magnolia Service Station, Texola

Whited Grist Mill in Elk City, OK

Beckham County Demographics
Population: 21,136
Area: 904 square miles
2010 Real Property Net Assessed Valuation: $96,095,768
2010 Personal Property Net Assessed Valuation: $75,328,393

Roger Miller Museum, located in Erick, OK. 
During the Great Depression, Roger’s parents 
sent him to live with his uncle, Elmer Miller. So 
Roger grew up on Elmer’s farm outside Erick, 
Oklahoma.


