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OKLAHOMA UNIFORM BUILDING CODE COMMISSION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING 
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRIES BOARD/UNIFORM BUILDING CODE COMMISSION 

CONFERENCE ROOM 
2401 NW 23RD STREET, SUITE 2F 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73107 
JANUARY 20, 2015 - 1:30 P.M. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Ross Barrick, Jim George, Danny Hancock, Chris Henderson, Larry Herzel, Curtis McCarty, Joe 
McKenzie, David Timberlake, and Cary Williamson 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Amber Armstrong 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Billy Pope, Kathy Hehnly, Bryan Neal (Attorney General's Office), Steven Hawkins (OMES ABS), 
Robert McGuire (City of Bartlesville), Kenneth Whitson (Plumbers Training Center), Rhonda 
Harding-Hill (Oklahoma Department of Commerce), Mark Sipe (Tulsa Fire Marshal), Missy Dean 
(Oklahoma Municipal League), John Harrod, Bill Kite (ACCA of OK, PCEO of OK), and Frederick 
Blalock (City of Yukon) 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Mr. David Timberlake called the regular meeting of the Oklahoma Uniform Building Code 
Commission to order at 1:32 p.m. in the Construction Industries Board/Uniform Building Code 
Commission Board Room at Shepherd Mall, 2401 NW 23rd St., Suite 2F, Oklahoma City, OK 73107. 

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE: 
The following statement was read into the record: 
"This regular meeting of the Oklahoma Uniform Building Code Commission scheduled to begin at 
1:30 p.m. on this 20th day of January, 2015, has been convened in accordance with the Oklahoma 
Open Meeting Act, Title 25 Sections 301 through 314. 

Further, this meeting was preceded by an advance public notice that was sent to the Secretary of State 
electronically specifying the date, time, and place of the meeting here convened. 
 

 

Notice of this meeting was given at least twenty-four (24) hours prior hereto. To date, 63 people have 
filed a written request for notice of meetings of this public body. 

REPORTS 
CEO REPORT: 
Mr. Billy Pope gave his report to the Commission. He stated the Commission would be reviewing a 
slate of volunteers for the Alternative Fuels committee, but wanted to note that there were still some 
missing positions on the committee. He added the open positions were hard to fill and the hardest part 
was finding people to contact. He reported the code academy committee was still on hold, as they were 
still waiting on a response to the questionnaire. He noted they were going to try some other avenues to 
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get a response. He noted the committee wanted input from the jurisdictions before moving forward. He 
stated for continuing education credits, staff was reviewing available classes for the 2009 code and the 
2015 codes. He noted the key on the 2015 codes was they were not yet adopted so classes would need 
to wait for those codes until later in the year. He noted he felt a plan review class was needed as no one 
was teaching that subject in the state. He noted revenue had dropped for the month, but was in-line 
with the previous year at the same time. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Mr. Steven Hawkins with the Office of Management and Enterprise Services, Agency Business 
Services Division, greeted the Commission. He reviewed each report and asked for questions. There 
were no questions for Mr. Hawkins. Mr. Timberlake thanked Mr. Hawkins for the report. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
Discussion and possible approval of December 16, 2014 regular meeting minutes 
Mr. Herzel noted he had a couple of punctuation corrections on the minutes and he had reviewed with 
Ms. Hehnly. 

MR. DANNY HANCOCK MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY MR. CURTIS MCCARTY 
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES 

VOTING AYE: Ross Barrick 
Danny Hancock 
Larry Herzel 
Curtis McCarty 
Joe McKenzie 
Cary Williamson 
David Timberlake 

VOTING NAY: None 

ABSTAIN: Jim George 
Chris Henderson 

ABSENT: Amber Armstrong 

Discussion and possible action approving a slate of volunteers to serve as committee members for the 
following technical committees: 
Mr. Timberlake noted the process he would suggest was to review each committee one at a time then 
vote on all of them together in one motion. He added they could discuss each as they were reviewed. 
 

 

1. Residential Building Technical Committee 
Mr. McCarty noted there was only one open slot for the Alternate Residential Builder. He added he 
had reached out to Mr. Mike Gillis and should have his application soon. He noted he recommended 
Mr. Gillis who was a residential contractor working in the Oklahoma City area.  



3 
 

Mr. Timberlake stated the applications were behind each summary list. He noted several names should 
be familiar as they had served on prior committees. Mr. Herzel suggested moving the building 
committee residential designer position, Mr. James Strider to the fuel gas, mechanical and plumbing 
committee architect position. He noted Mr. Strider was an architect who also had inspecting experience 
and it might be a better use of his knowledge. He noted an application by Mr. Sam Gresham was 
received after the cutoff and he felt Mr. Gresham would be better suited as to serve in the residential 
designer position on the building committee. He noted the change would be subject to Mr. Strider's 
agreement to serve on a different committee. He added if the Commission felt it appropriate, he could 
contact Mr. Strider and see if he would be willing to switch committees. There was some discussion 
about the change. Consensus was to make the change provided Mr. Strider was okay with it. 
 
2. Residential Electrical Technical Committee 
Mr. McCarty noted the only comment he had, was in reference to the application handed out for Mr. 
Charles Duncan. He noted there had been an open slot and Mr. Duncan had applied for it. He noted 
there was still a need for a fire representative on the committee. After allowing time for review of the 
candidates, Mr. Timberlake noted if there was no discussion on the electrical committee, they could 
approve the list as it was presented then later approve any additions for the unfilled position. 
 

 

 

 

3. Residential Fuel Gas, Mechanical, and Plumbing Technical Committee 
Mr. Timberlake asked Mr. Hancock and Mr. McKenzie if they had any comments on the committee as 
the liaisons. He asked if they would be okay with Mr. Strider from the Building Committee. Mr. 
McCarty noted they still needed a fire representative. Mr. McKenzie noted it looked like a good group. 

4. Alternative Fuels Technical Committee 
Mr. Timberlake noted the last committee was the Alternative Fuels Technical Committee. He asked 
Mr. Williamson if Chief Moore had agreed to serve on the committee. Mr. Williamson confirmed 
Chief Moore had agreed to serve. Mr. McCarty asked if the electrical equipment installers were 
electrical contractors or if they were specialized just for the specific area. Mr. Pope replied both. Mr. 
McKenzie asked what kind of contacts had been made to fill the open positions. Mr. Pope noted 
contacts had been made with some of the biggest installers in the state and were working through them 
to find the people that did that work for them. He added a lot of them were extremely busy. Mr. 
Barrick noted the positions needed to be filled by people who worked with hazardous locations day in 
and day out. He noted there were just a select few. Mr. Timberlake noted the committee should be 
approved and if someone applied in the future to serve on those committees, they could be approved at 
a later date. 

MR. CURTIS MCCARTY MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY MR. CHRIS HENDERSON 
TO APPROVE THE SELECTION OF ALL FOUR COMMITTEES AS AMENDED, SUBJECT TO 
MAKING ADDITIONS AS VACANCIES BECOME FILLED 

VOTING AYE: Ross Barrick 
Jim George 
Danny Hancock 
Chris Henderson 
Larry Herzel 
Curtis McCarty 
Joe McKenzie 
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Cary Williamson 
David Timberlake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOTING NAY: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

ABSENT: Amber Armstrong 

Discussion and possible action on approving the annual renewal of the Oklahoma Capitol Strategies 
legislative contract from February 4, 2015 through February 3, 2016 
Mr. Timberlake stated if there were any questions he would refer them to Mr. Pope or Ms. Hehnly and 
if not, he would entertain a motion on the item. 

MR. DANNY HANCOCK MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY MR. ROSS BARRICK TO 
APPROVE THE CONTINUATION OF THE CONTRACT 

Mr. Herzel noted the contract amount went down. Mr. Barrick noted that was what the original 
contract stated. Mr. Timberlake added there were three more renewal options available. 

VOTING AYE: Ross Barrick 
Jim George 
Danny Hancock 
Chris Henderson 
Larry Herzel 
Curtis McCarty 
Joe McKenzie 
Cary Williamson 
David Timberlake 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOTING NAY: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

ABSENT: Amber Armstrong 

NEW BUSINESS: 

There was no new business. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

Mr. Robert McGuire, Chief Building Official with the City of Bartlesville asked to address the 
Commission. He noted his city had supported the creation of the Commission and its actions. He noted 
the City had adopted the modifications made by Commission's adoption of the codes. He noted his 
concern had to do with the annual permits and the Commissions possible modification to prohibit the 
use of them. He noted the City of Bartlesville utilized the annual permits with some of the businesses 
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in their city, such as Conoco Phillips. He stated the employees of these types of businesses had very 
stringent hiring requirements and required higher educational standards than those hired to inspect 
their work by the City. He added the City had to trust them to do things correctly and did the annual 
inspections to confirm the work was completed. He noted the companies were entities to themselves 
owning their own buildings. He noted if they needed to remodel any part of a structure, they came and 
pulled the necessary permits on top of the annual permit for minor maintenance and upkeep or small 
expansions on existing units.  He noted it would be a strong impediment to the Inspector's office in 
Bartlesville if they were to lose the opportunity to grant an annual permit. He asked for deep and 
serious discussion on the issue before the Commission strikes the jurisdiction's opportunity to issue 
annual permits. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

He noted another concern he had was that jurisdictions were possibly going to get out of the 
enforcement business since the State now had minimum codes. He cited an example that took place 
earlier in the month where the Washington County Commissioners elected to abolish the Metropolitan 
Area Planning Council (MAPC) around the City of Bartlesville. He noted this was done at the 
insistence of the local builders using the argument that because the State of Oklahoma had reached a 
point that there was a statewide building code, and they were going to trust the builders to abide by it. 
He was worried that because the State did not have a system in place for permitting and enforcement, 
builders would be able to do whatever they wanted and not follow the code unless caught. 

Mr. McGuire and the Commissioners discussed how the City of Bartlesville annual permit process 
worked, the issue of abolishing jurisdictional enforcement of the codes and the legislative mandate 
limits of the Commission. Mr. McGuire noted the Commission should be working with the 
jurisdictions that were supporting them to see to it that laws were in place to set up a permitting and 
inspection procedure, maybe not under the jurisdiction of the Commission, but somewhere in the state. 
He noted if not, more jurisdictions were going to pull out of the permitting business and leave it to the 
honor system and return the state to where they were 40 years ago. Mr. Timberlake stated the 
Commission could look into ways to help provide teeth into the building codes as requested by Mr. 
McGuire, but it wasn't something the Commission had power to do at this time. Mr. Timberlake 
thanked Mr. McGuire for his comments and noted they were not able to take action on them in the 
meeting without having prior notice, but he noted the Commission would discuss it. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

MR. LARRY HERZEL MADE A MOTION WITH A SECOND BY MR. JIM GEORGE TO 
ADJOURN 

VOTING AYE: Ross Barrick 
Jim George 
Danny Hancock 
Chris Henderson 
Larry Herzel 
Curtis McCarty 
Joe McKenzie 
Cary Williamson 
David Timberlake 
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VOTING NAY: None 
 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
ABSENT: Amber Armstrong 

 
 

 

 

Minutes approved in the regular meeting on the 17th day of February, 2015 

DAVID TIMBERLAKE 
David Timberlake, Chairman 

PREPARED BY: KATHY HEHNLY 
Kathy Hehnly, Executive Assistant 
Oklahoma Uniform Building Code Commission 

OFFICIAL COPY - Original with signatures in office file 
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