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Crashes Caused by Unsafe Vehicle (1998 - 2002)

Crashes

The cause of a crash is defined as the most significant factor causing the crash.  The Records

Management Division of the Department of Public Safety lists 99 distinct causes, which are aggregated into

18 group classifications.  One of these classifications is Unsafe Vehicle.

Crashes Caused by Unsafe Vehicle

1998 - 2002

Year

Crash Injury Severity

TotalFatal Injury None Unknown

1998 9 494 837 25 1,365

1999 15 502 861 22 1,400

2000 7 455 833 32 1,327

2001 11 450 828 34 1,323

2002 5 437 817 26 1,285

Total 47 2,338 4,176 139 6,700

Injury includes incapacitating, non-incapacitating, and possible injuries.

Since 1998, statewide crashes declined each year from 80,376 to 77,148 in 2001.  There was, however, a

slight increase in 2002 to 77,819 crashes, less than a one percent increase over 2001.  Crashes caused by

Unsafe Vehicle declined from 1,365 in 1998 to 1,285 in 2002, except 1999 (1,400 crashes) which showed a

2.6% increase over 1998.
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Detail of Causes

A closer look at the 5-year period shows that the three primary causes of Unsafe Vehicle crashes were

Brakes with 32.7%, Other Mechanical Defects with 25.9%, and Tires with 22.2%.

Crashes Caused by Unsafe Vehicle

1998 - 2002

Cause of Crash 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 Total

Unsafe Vehicle - Brakes 473 464 434 417 405 2,193

Unsafe Vehicle - Steering 110 88 74 74 79 425

Unsafe Vehicle - Tires 270 321 282 302 315 1,490

Unsafe Vehicle - Suspension 16 12 12 15 24 79

Unsafe Vehicle - Headlights 27 20 25 27 20 119

Unsafe Vehicle - Tail Lights 26 24 17 23 18 108

Unsafe Vehicle - Stop Lights 14 18 17 12 11 72

Unsafe Vehicle - Wheel 105 112 107 83 59 466

Unsafe Vehicle - Exhaust System 1  1  1 3

Unsafe Vehicle - Windshield Wipers 2 1 4 2 2 11

Unsafe Vehicle - Other Mechanical Defects 321 340 354 368 351 1,734

Totals 1,365 1,400 1,327 1,323 1,285 6,700

Fatalities & Injuries

There were 57 fatalities, 3,690 persons injured, and a total of 12,165 persons involved in crashes caused

by Unsafe Vehicles during the 5-year period.

Persons in Crashes Caused by Unsafe Vehicle

1998 - 2002

Year

Person Injury Severity

TotalFatality Injured None Unknown

1998 9 788 1,583 121 2,501

1999 18 804 1,624 122 2,568

2000 7 703 1,543 130 2,383

2001 16 725 1,544 148 2,433

2002 7 670 1,471 132 2,280

Total 57 3,690 7,765 653 12,165

Injured includes persons with incapacitating, non-incapacitating,

and possible injuries.


