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Crashes & Injuries

In 2001, there were 588 reported Fatal
crashes that resulted in 682 fatalities, 208
persons with incapacitating injuries, and 279 person
with non-incapacitating injuries.

Causes

tatewide the primary causes of Fatal

Scr‘ashes were Unsafe Speed (29.9%), Other
Improper Act/Movement (12.1%), and Failed To
Yield (11.9%). However, there were some variances
in the causes of Fatal crashes when considering the
area in which the crash occurred.

In rural areas the primary causes were: Unsafe
Speed (32.1%), Other Improper Act/Movement
(12.4%), and Failed To Yield (12.2%).

In urban areas the primary causes were: Unsafe
Speed (24.9%), Pedestrian Action (12.4%), and Left
of Center (11.3%).

Rural vs. Urban

Ther‘e were more than fwice as many Fatal
crashes in rural areas as there were in urban

areas.
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Time & Day

Early morning and evening had the highest
occurrence of Fatal crashes.
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Friday and Saturday had the highest occurrence
of Fatal crashes in 2001. The 10-year period from
1992-2001 had fewer Fatal crashes on Wednesdays
than 2001. There was an unusually high number of
Wednesdays in 2001 with wet or snowy roadways
which may account for this anomaly.
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Counties & Cities

-‘-he following counties had the most frequent
occurrence of Fatal crashes: Tulsa (60),
Oklahoma (57), Cleveland (26), Mayes (20), and
Rogers (17).

The following cities had the most frequent
occurrence of Fatal crashes: Oklahoma City (65),
Tulsa (36), Norman (12), Broken Arrow (6), and
Lawton (5).

Driver Age & Gender

ere were 890 drivers age 16 and over in
Fatal Crashes. Some 14.5% were age 16-20,
12.6% were age 21-25, and 11.2% were age 41-45.
Some 70.7% of the drivers in Fatal crashes
were male.

Vehicle Type

n 2001, 57.5% of the vehicles involved in
Fatal crashes were passenger vehicles, 27.4%
were pickup trucks, and 8.0% were truck -
tractor/semi-trailer combinations.
Of the drivers killed, 63.9% were in passenger
vehicles, 25.1% were in pickup trucks, and 6.5% were
on motorcycles.

Drivers Killed

f the 890 drivers age 16 and over in fatal
0crashes in 2001, 429 (48.2%) were killed.
Some 14.0% were age 21-25, 13.5% were age 16-20,
and 10.5% were age 41-45.
Some 70.4% of the drivers killed in crashes in
2001 were male.
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Seat Belts

-‘—her'e were 382 drivers age 16 and over killed
in passenger vehicles and pickup trucks.
Some 71.7% (274) were in passenger vehicles and
28.3% (108) were in pickup trucks.

Of the 274 drivers killed in passenger vehicles,
57.3% were not using a seat belt. Of the 108
drivers killed in pickup trucks 79.6% were not using
a seat belt.

Drivers Ejected

f the 382 drivers age 16 and over killed in
Opassenger vehicles or pickup trucks, 111
(29.1%) were ejected. Of the 111 drivers ejected
96.4% were not using a safety belt.

In Addition

X 52.7% of the Fatal crashes involved one vehicle
and 40.5% involved two vehicles.

45.2% of the Fatal crashes occurred in clear
weather and 43.2% occurred with clouds
present.

52.9% of the Fatal crashes occurred in
daylight and 38.4% occurred in darkness.

22.1% of the Fatal crashes occurred on a
county road, 18.7% on rural state highways, and
15.8% on rural US highways.

49.8% of the drivers in Fatal crashes were on a
straight road that was level and 15.5% were on
a straight road with a downgrade.
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