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Crashes, Fatalities & Injuries

In 2008 there were 1,498 reported traffic crashes in
Work Zones on Oklahoma’s roads. This represents 2.1%
of the total traffic crashes in 2008. Of these crashes, 17
were fatal and 536 were injury crashes. Work Zone
crashes in 2008 resulted in 17 persons killed and 820
persons injured.

Fatalities

Of the 17 fatalities, 16 were drivers and one was a
passenger. The table below shows vehicle types with
occupants involved in 2008 fatal Work Zone crashes.

Fatalities in 2008 Work Zone Crashes
Vehicle Type & Person Type

Vehicle Type Driver Passenger Total
Passenger Car 9 9
Pickup Truck 2 1 3
Truck-tractor/Semi-trailer 1 1
Motorcycle 1 1
Passenger Van 2 2
Truck more than 10,000 Ibs. — Unclassified 1 1

Total 16 1 17
Passenger vehicle includes passenger car, SUV and passenger van.

Restraint Use Among Fatalities

Some 33.3% (4 of 12) of the persons killed in passenger
vehicles/pickup trucks were not using restraints.

2008 Fatalities

in Passenger Vehicles/Pickup Trucks
Restraint Use & Person Type

Restraint Use Driver Passenger Total
Unknown 2 2
Not In Use 3 1 4
In Use 6 6
Child Restraint

Total 11 1 12

Passenger vehicle includes passenger car, SUV and
passenger van.

Driver Age & Gender

Of the 2,874 drivers involved in crashes in Work Zones
in 2008, 24.1% were age 16-25, 18.9% were age 26-35
and 18.1% were age 36-45. Some 60.4% of the drivers
in Work Zone crashes were male.

Drivers in 2008 Work Zone Crashes
Driver Age & Driver Gender

Driver Gender

Driver Age Unknown Female Male Total
Unknown 63 5 20 88
Under 16 3 1 4
16 thru 25 305 389 694
26 thru 35 221 322 543
36 thru 45 184 335 519
46 thru 55 149 328 477
56 thru 65 119 205 324
66 thru 75 62 98 160
76+ 26 39 65
Total 63 1074 1737 2874

Alcohol-Related Driver Condition

Of the 2,874 drivers involved in crashes in Work Zones
in 2008, 4.5% (129 of 2,874) had an Alcohol-Related
driver condition. Some 69.8% of the drivers with an
Alcohol-Related driver condition in Work Zone crashes
were male.

Driver Contributing Factors

Some 10.2% of the drivers in Work Zone crashes were
driving at an unsafe speed, 7.9% were inattentive, 7.9%
were following too closely and 7.1% made an improper
act/movement.

A closer look at the primary contributing factor of
unsafe speed shows that 60.3% were driving at an
unsafe speed for traffic conditions, 12.0% were
traveling at an unsafe speed on rain/wet roadways and
6.2% were exceeding the legal speed limit.
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First Harmful Event

The first harmful event in a crash is defined as the first
damage producing event for the entire crash. In 76.0%
of the crashes in Work Zones, the first harmful event
was a collision between two motor vehicles in
transport, in 10.5% the first harmful event was a
collision with a fixed object and in 5.9% the first harmful
event was a collision with a non-fixed object.

Rural vs. Urban

Statewide, there were twice as many crashes in Work
Zones in urban areas than in rural areas. There were
slightly more fatal Work Zone crashes in rural areas
than in urban areas.
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Time & Day

Crashes in Work Zones in 2008 peaked between the
hours of 12:00 Noon and 6 p.m. Friday had the highest
number of Work Zone crashes with 17.5% of the total
crashes.
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Other Facts

® 29.8% of Work Zone crashes occurred on city
streets.

B 26.6% of Work Zone crashes occurred on
Interstate Highways.

B 75.7% of Work Zone crashes occurred during
daylight.

B 69.3% of Work Zone crashes involved two
vehicles.

B 74.4% of Work Zone crashes were not
intersection related.



