
 



  

Welcome Conference Participants! 

On behalf of the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, welcome to 

the 2015 Statewide Specialty Court Conference. We are pleased to have you here as we celebrate 

21 years of Oklahoma Specialty Courts.  From the state’s very first drug court to the nearly 100 

programs now across the state over 10,000 participants have successfully graduated.   

Your commitment and dedication to the advancement of specialty court programs has made 

Oklahoma a national leader in this area. More importantly, however, are the lives you have positively 

impacted. Your contributions have helped thousands of Oklahomans find recovery rather than the 

inside of a jail cell, kept families together, benefit your communities in countless ways and changed 

the future of our state for the better. 

There are many tremendous opportunities to learn and share over the next two days, as well as a 

chance to network with other specialty court professionals. And, for helping to make this event 

possible, I would like to extend a special thank you to our conference partner, the Bureau of Justice 

Assistance.  They have played a vital role in making this conference a reality.  

We hope your experience is rewarding. Your continued efforts to save lives and taxpayer dollars are 

greatly appreciated. Thank you for all that you do. 

 

Sincerely,  

Terri White, M.S.W. 
Commissioner 

 

 

  

 

The 2015 Oklahoma Specialty Court Conference is brought to you by. . . 

 

  

 



  

Conference at-A-Glance 
Thursday, September 3, 2015  

9:00 a.m.—10:45 a.m.      Welcome: Commissioner Terri L. White, ODMHSAS 

Plenary: Dr. Edward Latessa 
 

11:00 a.m.—12:15 p.m.     Breakout Sessions 

12:15 p.m.—1:30 p.m.      Lunch Break (on your own) 

1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.        Breakout Sessions 

3:15 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.       Breakout Sessions 

 

Friday, September 4, 2015  

9:00 a.m.—10:45 a.m.       Welcome: The Honorable Justice Douglas L. Combs 
Plenary: Dr. David Mee-Lee 
 

11:00 a.m.—12:15 p.m.     Breakout Sessions 

12:15 p.m.—1:30 p.m. Lunch Break (on your own) 

1:30 p.m.—3:00 p.m.         Breakout Sessions 

3:15 pm.—4:45 p.m.          Breakout Sessions 

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 
The Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, Institute for Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Education and Training has requested approval of twelve (12) credit hours through the 
Oklahoma State Board of Licensed Social Workers, the Oklahoma Board of Examiners of Psychologists, the 
Oklahoma Board of Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselors, Oklahoma Board of Behavioral Health Licensure for 
Licensed Professional Counselors, Licensed Marital Family Therapists, and Licensed Behavioral Practitioner, 
and the Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training, Continuing Legal Education and Mandatory 
Judicial Continuing Legal Education.  Continuing education hours are also approved for Certified Behavioral 
Health Case Managers and credentialed Peer Recovery Support Specialists. 
 
Please check in at the registration desk upon your arrival each day to verify your attendance.  Continuing 
education credit is not provided without verification.  At the completion of the conference, participants will 
have the ability to print a certificate of attendance from the ODMHSAS Institute for Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Education and Training. 

 



  

CONFERENCE PLENARY SPEAKERS 
 

Dr. Edward Latessa 
Dr. Edward Latessa received his Ph.D. from the Ohio State University in 1979 and is a 
Professor and Director of the School of Criminal Justice at the University of Cincinnati. 
Dr. Latessa has published over 140 works in the area of criminal justice, corrections, 
and juvenile justice.  He is co-author of eight books including What Works (and 
Doesn’t) in Reducing Recidivism, Corrections in the Community, and Corrections in 
America. Professor Latessa has directed over 150 funded research projects including 
studies of day reporting centers, juvenile justice programs, drug courts, prison 
programs, intensive supervision programs, halfway houses, and drug programs. He 
and his staff have also assessed over 600 correctional programs throughout the 
United States, and he has provided assistance and workshops in over forty-five states. 
Dr. Latessa served as President of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences from 
1989-1990.   

  

Dr. David Mee-Lee 
David Mee-Lee, M.D. is a board-certified psychiatrist and is certified by the 
American Board of Addiction Medicine (ABAM). He is based in Davis, CA and trains and 
consults both nationally and internationally.  Dr. Mee-Lee is Chief Editor of The ASAM 
Criteria and is Senior Vice President of The Change Companies. He is also a Senior Fellow, 
Justice Programs Office (JPO) of the School of Public Affairs (SPA) at American University, 
Washington, DC. and Vice President of the Institute for Wellness Education, in Teaneck, 
NJ.  Dr. Mee-Lee has over thirty years experience in person centered treatment and 
program development for people with co-occurring mental health and substance use 
conditions.  
 

 
CONFERENCE SPEAKERS 
 

Jill Amos 
Jill Amos is currently Coordinator of Recovery Support Services where she trains and oversees the 
Certifications of Peer Recovery Support Specialists for the state of Oklahoma.   She was previously employed 
with the ODMHSAS Office of the Advocate General from October 2010 through August 2012.  Prior to that, 
she worked for Central Oklahoma Community Mental Health Center as a case manager for the Program of 
Assertive Community Treatment for over 5 years.  She received her bachelor's degree from Oklahoma State 
University in Sociology in 2003.  Currently, she’s nearing completion of a Master's of Human Relations with 
the University of Oklahoma.  In addition to studies at OSU and OU, she has taken courses in sociology and 
psychology from Northern Oklahoma College, Northwestern Oklahoma State, and the University of Central 
Oklahoma.  Jill is very passionate about helping others and making mental health services available to more 
Oklahomans.  She is focused on promoting overall wellness of mind and body to persons receiving services 
and increasing opportunities for those in recovery from mental illness and/or addiction.  
 

Stan Ardoin  
Stan Ardoin is a board certified psychiatrist who has focused his career on public mental health in the state of 
Oklahoma. He graduated from OU Health Sciences Center in 1990 with a degree in medicine and completed a 
course of training at the Griffin Memorial Psychiatric Residency Program. He has worked in several ODMHSAS 
facilities in Oklahoma, including Carl Albert Community Mental Health Center and the Oklahoma County Crisis 
Intervention Center.  For several years he worked at various prisons including Mable Bassett Correctional Center 
and Oklahoma State Penitentiary. He was Residency Director for the Griffin Training Program for two years and 
spent approximately 5 years as Griffin's Clinical Director and Medical Director for the Department of Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Services. Currently he works as a staff psychiatrist in state facilities in Norman and 
has a part-time private practice. He remains involved in clinical teaching with the Griffin Residency Program.  



  

Elizabeth Black 

Ms. Black has been with ODMHSAS since 2005.  She has worked in multiple capacities within the department, 
including as a clinician and consumer advocate.  Ms. Black is currently working as the Wellness Program 
Coordinator as part of a team aimed at improving health outcomes in the behavioral health population.  Ms. Black 
completed her undergraduate degree in psychology at Oklahoma State University and earned her Master’s Degree 
in Rehabilitation Counseling from Texas Tech University.   

 

Kristi Bratkovich 
Kristi L. Bratkovich, Ph.D. is a Staff Psychologist at the Oklahoma City Veterans Affairs Medical Center (VAMC) and 
Clinical Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences. She is the Military Sexual 
Assault Coordinator for the OKC VAMC. Her primary work is in outpatient mental health services, providing 
individual and group therapy to veterans coping with trauma and deployment related issues. Other areas of 
interest and research are geropsychology and working with LGBT individuals. She provides clinical supervision to a 
wide variety of students, including medical students, psychology interns, psychiatric residents and Postdoctoral 
Fellows. She completed two fellowships in trauma and geropsychology through the OU Health Sciences Center 
Consortium. 
 

Catt Burton  
Catherine “Catt” Burton is a Team Leader in the Oklahoma County DA’s Office where she has worked for 
nearly nine  years. Part of her supervisory responsibilities include Misdemeanors, Probation Violations, 
all treatment programs including Drug Court, DUI Court, Mental Health Court, Female Diversion, 
Women’s REMERGE, and the Oklahoma County Veterans’ Diversion Program(OCVP). Catt has two 
degrees from the University of Oklahoma: a B.A. in Political Science and a Juris Doctor. Although she 
hates to admit it, she’s been practicing law for 25 years. Prior to prosecuting, she was in private practice 
focusing on criminal defense for 11 years, which included having her own firm and working with a well-
known and respected attorney, John W. Coyle, for many years. Before that, she worked for the 
Oklahoma County Public Defender’s office for 7 and ½ years as a law clerk, intern, and Assistant Public 
Defender. Catt has served on the Criminal OUJI Committee for at least 8 years. Prior to going to the DA’s 
office, she served in different offices in the Oklahoma Criminal Defense Lawyers Association and on 
state boards of organizations that fought for constitutional rights of all citizens. Catt believes her true 

calling is in public service and that forming and being a part of this Veterans’ Diversion program is one of the most rewarding parts 
of her career. She is married to Scott Anderson, who is a criminal defense attorney in Oklahoma City.  
 

Ray Caeser 
Ray Caesar has worked in the addictions field for over thirty years, as a clinician, educator, consultant, author, 
and program director.  His efforts have been in both the treatment and the prevention arenas.  He has authored 
numerous pamphlets, manuals and one book. He has extensive background in program development, having 
created and operated several alcohol and drug treatment programs, ranging from outpatient to residential and 
inpatient detoxification units.  Mr. Caesar received both his undergraduate in psychology and his graduate degree 
in counseling psychology from the University of Central Oklahoma in Edmond.  
 

Paul Cary 

Paul Cary is director of the Toxicology and Drug Monitoring Laboratory at University of Missouri Health Care 
in Columbia, Missouri.  For over thirty years, Mr. Cary has been actively involved in the management of a 
nationally-recognized toxicology laboratory that performs drug testing for drug courts, hospitals, mental 
health facilities, attorneys, coroners and medical examiners, athletic programs, and public and private 
employers.  He has authored numerous scientific publications and monographs, has served on a variety of 
clinical and technical advisory committees, teaches at the university, is involved in drug testing research, and 
serves as a consultant in toxicology-related matters.  Mr. Cary has also provided judicial education including 
lecturing at the National Judicial College on alcohol pharmacology, the use of expert testimony and on drug 
testing issues.  He has been certified as an expert and provided expert testimony in court (local, state and 
federal) and in labor arbitration.  Mr. Cary has been a resource to drug court teams throughout the nation 
and overseas and serves as visiting faculty for the National Association of Drug Court Professionals, the 

Center for Court Innovation, the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges and the National Drug Court Institute. 
 
 
 



  

Mary Culley 
Mary Culley is the Tribal Government Relations Specialist for the Southern Plains and Southeastern 
Region, covering the following states: Alabama, Florida, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, South Carolina and Central/Eastern Texas. A military dependent herself, Mary joined the Air 
Force June 1979 and served for 20 years, retiring June 1999. A single mother her entire military career, 
over 3/4 of her career was in the overseas environment. She was handpicked for various positions during 
her military career. One such position was with NATO, assigned to the Supreme Allied Commander 
Europe’s (SACEUR) Flight Operations Division, SHAPE, Belgium. She was also handpicked for a USAFE 
position assigned to the Airlift Wing’s Base Personnel Readiness Unit. She was Non-Commissioned Officer 
in Charge of all worldwide deployments in and out of the European Theatre. Mary joined the VA in 
February 2005 as Administrative Officer and Staff Assistant to the Associate Director, Patient Care 
Services, OKC VA Medical Center. She also served as Tribal Liaison on behalf of the Medical Center Director. Mary has a Master’s in 
Business Administration/ Health Care Management and a B.S. in Business Administration. A Seminole/Creek Indian, she is an 
enrolled member of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, a member of the Tom Palmer Band, is wind clan on her mother’s side and 
has 1 daughter and 2 grandchildren. 
 

Heather Coyle 
Heather Coyle has been an Assistant District Attorney with the Oklahoma County District Attorney’s office 
for 17 years.  She supervises the Drug and DUI Court Programs and oversees the Remerge, Female 
Diversion, Mental Health Court, and Day Reporting programs.  Heather graduated from the University of 
Oklahoma in 1996 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science and then graduated from the 
University of Oklahoma College of Law with a Juris Doctor in 1999.  She began as a licensed legal intern in 
the Oklahoma County District Attorney’s office in May of 1998.  She was a traditional prosecutor for over 
10 years prosecuting drug, property, homicide, violent and domestic violence crimes.  She has been 
working with specialty court programs for almost 8 years.  Heather is married to Billy Coyle, who is a 
criminal defense attorney with the Coyle Law Firm in Oklahoma City.  They have 3 children:  Jack, 7 years, 
Lilly, 4 years, and Lilah, 2 years.   She is a sustaining member of the Junior League of Oklahoma City,  a 
member of Christ the King Catholic Church, and a Master with the Holloway Inn of Court.   

 

Melissa French 
Melissa French has been an Assistant Public Defender for Oklahoma County since 2004.  From 1999 to 
2001, Melissa was in private practice in Wichita, Kansas.  In 2001, she joined the Kansas Board of Indigent 
Defense Services.  During her time in Kansas, Melissa became an advocate for the mentally ill after she 
realized how many people were incarcerated due to their mental illness.  Additionally, she began to 
educate herself regarding mental health issues and substance abuse issues so that she could better serve 
that population.  After moving to Oklahoma, she continued to advocate for the mentally ill.  The issue has 
become her passion.  In 2011, Melissa became the supervisor for the division of the Oklahoma County 
Public Defender’s Office that handles all specialty courts, including DUI court, Drug Court, Mental Health 
Court, Female Diversion, and Remerge.  Additionally, the 5 person division handles all misdemeanor and 
felony revocation cases, and the misdemeanor docket. Melissa also serves as the coordinator for the 
office’s intern programs.   Melissa works closely with the Oklahoma County District Attorney, the Oklahoma 
County Jail, and the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health to advocate and better serve the incarcerated 
that are mentally ill.  Melissa attended the University of Oklahoma where she earned Bachelor of Science degrees in Political Science 
and Economics. She graduated from OU Law School in 1999. Today, Melissa lives in Yukon with her husband and seven-year-old 
daughter.  
 

Stephen Fritz 
Steven Fritz is the Clinical Director at Human Skills and Resources, Inc. In his current role he oversees all 
clinical services provided to consumers seeking services related to substance abuse and co-occurring 
concerns in the three Human Skills & Resources offices in Tulsa, Rogers, and Creek County. Steven works 
to foster relationships with primary referral sources including the County DUI/Drug Court programs in 
each county served, Department of Human Services, and community supervision entities including state 
and private supervision, ensuring quality care for those consumers engaged in the criminal justice or 
child welfare systems.  Steven is a Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor and a Licensed Professional 
Counselor. He is also Master Training on the Ohio Risk Assessment System through the University of 
Cincinnati. Steven holds a Master’s Degree in Counseling Psychology from Northeastern State 

University. Steven was born and raised in Tulsa, Oklahoma and currently resides in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma with his wife and 
daughter. 



  

Eric Gates  
Eric Gates, who moved to Oklahoma in 2005 to serve on the AWACs at Tinker AFB, is a 10 year United States Air 
Force Veteran. He began his recovery process on May 9, 2012 when he attended a 28-day inpatient rehab for 
PTSD with Alcohol Dependence.   In March 2013, Eric separated from the Air Force but was unable to find work 
due to his mental health disorder and lack of education.  During that time he volunteered with various community 
organizations until he found an opportunity at the Oklahoma Crisis Recovery Unit as a Peer Recovery Support 
Specialist. Realizing that he had an underutilized skillset, he joined the Oklahoma City VA in December 2014 and 
began working in the Veterans Recovery Center (VRC), an outpatient Psychosocial Rehabilitation and Recovery 
Center.  

 
Judge Steve Goss 
Stephen S. Goss is state circuit judge presiding in Albany, Georgia. In 2002, Judge Goss founded the Dougherty 
Superior Court MH/SA Treatment program, one of the early felony mental health court programs. This 
program, in a resource challenged, rural part of the state, was named one of five national Learning Sites for 
mental health courts by the United States Department of Justice Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) and the 
Council of State Governments (CSG). The program has also served a BJA data study site. Judge Goss has 
published and teaches on the subjects of mental health courts and co-occurring disorders, serving on the 
teaching faculty of the National Judicial College and the National Drug Court Institute. He is a senior advisor to 
the United States Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration’s GAINS Center on co-occurring 
disorders in the criminal justice system.  He is a past president of the Council of Superior Court Judges of 
Georgia. Judge Goss is available by email at judgestevegoss@bellsouth.net. 

 
Dave Hampton 
Dave Hampton has his MS in Behavioral Science (1995) and is a Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC), 
Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor (LADC), National Certified Counselor (NCC), International 
Certified Alcohol and Drug Counselor( ICADC)as well as a Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW). He 
completed a one year post-masters training at a German Institute in psychology (1996-1997) and his 
MSW Social Work (2006 University of Oklahoma).   He has worked at North Care Center, started as a 
counselor and was promoted to program manager of Aging Services and at Community Mental Health 
in aging services (1998-2007) providing in-home and nursing home mental health counseling services. 
He worked at the Decision Day Treatment Program, Integris Hospital (Oklahoma City 2007-2008) 
conducting group and individual therapy for individuals and families.  Has worked at the OKC VAMC 
since 2008 as a clinical social worker, and currently works as the Local Recovery Coordinator for the 
OKC VAMC promoting/advocating mental health recovery principles with veterans, veteran families, 
staff, and community partners. 

 
Jessica Hawkins 
Jessica Hawkins is the Director of Prevention Services for the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services.  In this role, she oversees the state's prevention portion of the federal substance 
abuse block grant as well as other federal prevention grant programs.  Ms. Hawkins has been with the 
Department for 8 years.  Prior to joining the Department, she served as a prevention and mission integration 
manager with the California Division of the American Cancer Society.  Ms. Hawkins began her career in 
prevention over 15 years ago in San Diego, California developing with a focus on underage drinking prevention, 
prevention policy, and youth leadership development.   
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Jennifer McLaughlin 
Jennifer McLaughlin is the Director of Professional Development for the Oklahoma Coalition against 
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. She is a Certified Domestic and Sexual Violence Response 
Professional and is a graduate of the University of Central Oklahoma with a degree in Criminal Justice. 
Jennifer holds a Masters Degree in Social Work from the University of Oklahoma. Currently Jennifer is 
under supervision for clinical licensure. Jennifer’s professional experience includes over fifteen years of 
service in the sexual assault and domestic violence field; she has worked part time as a Batterer 
Treatment Group Facilitator and has spent time as adjunct faculty at Oklahoma State University, 
Oklahoma City. Jennifer has been utilized as an expert witness in both domestic violence and sexual 
assault cases in criminal and military court. She is the recipient of the Gene McBride Community 
Service Award for her work with sexual assault survivors. In 2010 she was given a Governor’s commendation for her work on behalf 
of sexual assault victims. Jennifer has been honored by being selected as a member to the Attorney General’s Task force on 
Domestic and Sexual Violence, the Governor’s Task Force to End Sexual Violence, as well as a Sex Offender Risk Assessment Review 
Committee Member. In 2007 Jennifer was asked to be part of the documentary, “Incest: A Family Tragedy.”Jennifer is a member of 
the Oklahoma Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board as well as a member of the Oklahoma Attorney General’s Domestic Violence 
and Sexual Assault Advisory Council. Jennifer serves as the Co-Chair of the Oklahoma Coalition for Sex Offender Management as well 
as Co-Chair of their Legislative Policy Committee. She is a Board Member for the Department of Corrections Re-Entry Committee, 
and serves on many other Boards and councils. Jennifer is recognized as a national presenter working with teens, adults and law 
enforcement and has presented extensively on Police Response to Crimes of Sexual Assault, Understanding Rape Trauma, Sexual 
Trauma in the Therapeutic Setting, Vicarious Trauma: Implications for the Health and Well-being of Helping Professionals, and the 
Intersection of Media and Violence Against Women. 
 

Sam Minsky 
Sam Minsky, MFT, is a Senior Clinician, Trainer and Supervisor at the “Matrix Institute On Addictions” at 
the UCLA West Los Angeles office. He has served in various capacities such as Associate Director and 
Director of the full service outpatient substance abuse clinic. Mr. Minsky has worked in the chemical 
dependency field since 1988. He is a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist and a specialist in treating 
the chemically dependent and their families. He has also worked for the Brooklyn New York Criminal 
Court System as an expert witness in chemical dependency and substance abuse. Mr. Minsky has co-
authored a number of articles on research aspects and treatment of the chemically dependent and has 
been involved in re-writing and updating various components of the Matrix Manuals. He was the lead 

author on the American Indian and Alaskan Native culturally appropriate patient handouts. The Matrix Model is currently being 
recommended by the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), and the Center for Substance Abuse and Treatment (CSAT) as one of  
a very few useful empirically driven treatment models for substance abusers and the chemically dependant. Mr. Minsky has lectured 
and given presentations on various aspects of chemical dependency and methods of treatment to numerous universities, hospitals, 
and therapy centers in the Los Angeles area, nationally, and internationally. Sam has trained clinicians in Thailand, in the 
Netherlands Antilles Island of Curacao, Capetown, South Africa, Vietnam, United Arab Emirates, numerous Native American 
Reservations (USA) and First Nation Reserves in Canada. In addition to his Matrix clinical and training duties, Sam has a private 
practice in West Los Angeles.   
 

Dewayne Moore 
Dewayne Moore graduated from the University of Oklahoma in 1988 with a Business Administration 
Degree.  He then attended the University of Oklahoma Law School, graduating in 1994.  He began his career 
with the Oklahoma County District Attorney's Office as an Assistant District Attorney.  He continued his 
legal career with Allstate Insurance Company as staff counsel.  Dewayne subsequently became the legal 
instructor for CLEET where he taught for a multitude of law enforcement entities, including the Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol, Oklahoma City Police Department and the FBI.  Dewayne is currently the General Counsel 
with the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services. 

 

Kerry Mucker 
Kerry Mucker II is the Specialty Courts Veterans Liaison for the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Services. Prior to starting with ODMHSAS, Kerry served active duty in the United States Air 
Force, traveled the world under Air Combat Command, and saw the world’s best armed forces. Returning to 
Oklahoma, Kerry received a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Family Studies & Gerontology from Southern 
Nazarene University, his graduate degree from the University of Oklahoma in Human Relations with a minor in 
Organizational Behavior, and a certification in Diversity & Development.  Kerry is also certified by the attorney 
general as a Batterer’s Intervention Facilitator and is certified as a Recognizing Child Abuse Trainer as well.   



  

G. Pace 
G. Pace is a practicing LADC/LPC, specializing in the field of trauma and recovery. She is a Certified Grief Recovery 
Specialist and a Board Certified Expert in Traumatic Stress. Ms. Pace is a Diplomate with the American Academy 
of Experts in Traumatic Stress and she is a member of the International Association of Trauma Professionals. She 
is an EMDR Level Two Trained Clinician and is co-founder of Co-founder of H.A.V.E.N. (Help All Violence End 
Now). Ms. Pace is also an instructor in the University of Central Oklahoma’s Chemical Dependency 
Undergraduate and Graduate Program.  
 

Jane Pfeifer 

Ms. Pfeifer is a Senior Program Associate at Children and Family Futures (CFF) and serves as a Program 
Management Liaison for the Regional Partnership Grant program, as Change Leader for the Prevention 
and Family Recovery project, and leads the development of the FDC Guidelines.  She was also the lead on 
the FDC Peer Learning Courts project.   She has over 20 years of experience working in the criminal justice 
system and 17 years of experience working with adult, juvenile and family drug courts at the local, state 
and national level.  As a Drug Court Program Manager, Ms. Pfeifer oversaw the day-to-day fiscal, 
programmatic and administrative operations of an Adult and Juvenile Drug Court Program.  She has 
served as Lead Faculty for the National Drug Court Institute, providing TTA to adult and family drug court 

teams across the country, and as faculty for other organizations including the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, 
and National Judicial College.  Ms. Pfeifer is a highly skilled trainer, providing computer-based and onsite training to local, state and 
national audiences on a range of topics including case management, collaboration, community resource development and the needs 
of rural jurisdictions.  Ms. Pfeifer received her Master of Public Administration and a Bachelor of Arts in Social Work and Psychology 
from California State University, Chico.  

Julie Roguski 
Julia Roguski, MA, LPC, CACIII is the Director of Child Protection Services for Savio, a private non-profit in 
Denver, Colorado.  Ms.  Roguski has developed an expertise in child protection and in-home counseling with 
substance abusing parents. Ms. Roguski is both a Licensed Professional Counselor and a Certified Addictions 
Counselor Level 3, providing an important understanding of the co-occurring disorders of mental health and 
substance abuse.   Ms. Roguski has been a key person in developing two specialized family treatment drug 
courts in Colorado.   Additionally, Ms. Roguski is an Expert Child Protection Consultant for the State of 
Colorado and a trainer for the National Drug Court Institute.  Ms. Roguski’s over twenty years of experience 
as a direct practitioner, addictions counselor, supervisor and administrator provides important 
understanding of service delivery and program development.  

 
Kim Smithson 

Kim Smithson, CADC is a graduate of the Substance Abuse program at University of Central Oklahoma. She has 19 
years of experience in the field of substance abuse/ chemical dependency. Her experience includes work at Eagle 
Ridge Family Treatment Center, long-term residential treatment program for women and their children, Intensive 
outpatient drug treatment for women and families at Children's Hospital within the Infant Parenting Program, and 
Alcohol and other drug education and early intervention program for adolescents in the Guthrie Job Corps Center. 
 

Mark Stodola 
As NHTSA’s newest Probation Fellow, Mark Stodola brings over 30 years of experience working in the 
field of court management and adult probation in Arizona.  Mark worked at the Maricopa County 
Adult Probation Department for 18 years serving in a number of capacities including field supervisor 
and division director overseeing drug and alcohol treatment programs, problem solving courts and 
services for the mentally ill. Mark later became the Court Administrator of the Tempe Municipal Court 
where he served for eight years managing the day to day activities of the court including budget, case 
processing, program development (including the establishment of Arizona’s first municipal mental 
health court) and managing personnel. Most recently Mark has served as Program Services Manager 
in the Adult Probation Services Division of the Arizona Supreme Court and has oversight of treatment 
programs for Arizona’s Adult Probation Departments.  Mark received his undergraduate degree in History from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and his Master’s Degree in Education from Northern Arizona University.  Mark became a Graduate Fellow 
through the National Council of State Courts Institute of Court Management.  In his spare time Mark serves on a number of boards 
and is actively involved in community activities with his wife Susan.     
 
 



  

 

Darryl Turpin  

Darryl Turpin is currently a co-principal for a social justice firm, The Pinwheel Group. He is the principle 
investigator for clinical research with young black men in the criminal justice system. Formerly he was 
the Coordinator for the City of Louisville, Kentucky, Department of Public Health and Wellness, Men’s 
Health initiative. His work included oversight of the African American Male Empowerment Network. 
Additionally, Mr. Turpin serves as Chairperson on the PAL Coalition, a Drug Free Community (DFC) 
project in Louisville, Kentucky’s 7

th
 Street corridor, focusing on reducing substance abuse among youth. 

He also serves on the Cultural Proficiency Committee for the National Association of Drug Court 
Professionals (NADCP). He is the immediate past chair of the Thurgood Marshall Action Coalition 
(TMAC), addressing inequities in the criminal justice system across the country.  His prior work 
experience has been as Senior Technical Associate with The MayaTech Corporation located in Silver 
Spring, Maryland.  He was the Branch Manager of Program Development for the Kentucky Department 

of Juvenile Justice.  He provided oversight to various programs across the state of Kentucky, including the coordination of Prevention 
Councils, Mentoring Programs, Faith-Based Initiatives and Disproportionate Minority Confinement.  Mr. Turpin was also the Director 
of the Drug Court Programs Office in Louisville, Kentucky where he provided oversight to adult drug courts, reentry and the Second 
Chance program.  He also developed and coordinated the juvenile drug court, family drug court and the Turning it Around 
Fatherhood Program.  As a consultant, Mr. Turpin has worked with the Native American Alliance Foundation and provided technical 
assistance to Tribal Nations across the United States. Mr. Turpin also serves as faculty member for the National Association of Drug 
Court Professionals and the National Drug Court Institute, faculty member for the National Council for Juvenile and Family Court 
Judges, the Kentucky School of Alcohol and Drug Studies, National Black Addictions Institute and the Treating People of Color 
Conference.  He serves as consultant to American University, National Treatment Alternatives to Street Crimes (TASC), Center for 
Substance Abuse Treatment (CSAT), Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP), and the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA).  Mr. 
Turpin holds a bachelor’s degree in clinical social work as well as a master’s degree in public administration from Kentucky State 
University. He is also a Certified Alcohol Drug Counselor (CADC).    
 
Amber Ward 

Ms. Ward graduated with her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology in 2005 from the University of Oklahoma 
and graduated with a Masters in Social Work and a Masters in Public Administration in 2008 from the 
University of Oklahoma. Ms. Ward has been employed at the OKC VA Medical Center since September 
2008. Currently, Ms. Ward is one of the Veteran’s Justice Outreach Specialists, working with veterans 
involved in the criminal justice system. The primary role of the Veteran’s Justice Outreach Specialist is to 
provide direct services, coordinate treatment referrals, and advocate for the needs of justice involved 
veterans.  Prior to working as a Veteran’s Justice Outreach Specialist, Ms. Ward worked in the 
OEF/OIF/OND Readjustment Clinic, providing trauma focused individual therapy, group therapy, as well 
as readjustment counseling. Ms. Ward is a certified Cognitive Processing Therapy (CPT) Provider, 
certified through the CPT Implementation Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs.  Ms. Ward 
has also worked as an inpatient psychiatric clinical social worker at the OKC VA Medical Center, as well 
as a medicine social worker at the OKC VAMC. 

       
Nancy Warren 

Ms. Warren is an ODMHSAS Data Analyst III in Decision Support Services. She has extensive experience in 
performing research, statistical analysis, and evaluation supporting justice initiative and providing assistance to 
Drug Courts and Mental Health Courts on entering data into the web systems for each program.   

 
Nisha Wilson  

Mrs. Wilson serves as the Director of Specialty Courts for the State of Oklahoma.  Nisha has worked for the 
Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services for over a decade in both the provision 
of direct care services and program administration.  She currently works with a number of criminal 
justice/behavioral health state initiatives including adult drug courts, mental health courts, the offender 
screening program, and the municipal diversion pilot program.  Nisha is a Licensed Professional Counselor and 
serves as a board member for the Oklahoma State Board of Behavioral Health Licensure.   
 
 
 

 



  

Mark Woodward 
Mark Woodward is a 1991 Graduate of the University of Oklahoma with a degree in Electronic 
Journalism/Mass Communications.  He Joined the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics in July, 1995, as the Public 
Information and Education Officer, as well as Legislative Liaison.  He is a member and regional 
Secretary/Treasurer for the Association of Oklahoma Narcotics Enforcers 1996-2004, Elected 2004 Regional 
President.  He served as Chairman of the Criminal Justice Committee for the State Drug and Alcohol Policy 
Board from 1996 to 2000.  He currently serves on the Oklahoma Drug Endangered Children Advisory Board.  
He is a CLEET-Certified Instructor on the topic of Drugs of Abuse and was named as the 2004 Regional 
Narcotics Officer Of The Year. Since joining OBNDD in 1995, Mark Woodward has been in over 50 meth labs     
and performed more than 500 meth lab safety schools, as well as 3,000 Drug Identification classes for law   
 enforcement and the general public.  

 

David Wright 

Dr. Wright is the ODMHSAS Decision Support Services Evaluation Projects Manager. The responsibilities of this 
position involve performing research, statistical analysis, and evaluation supporting grants such as the Mental 
Health Transformation State Incentive Grant, the Co-Occurring State Incentive Grant, Adult and Juvenile Drug 
Courts, DUI Courts, Mental Health Courts, and Jail Diversion Programs.  Prior to this, he was Director of the 
Oklahoma Statistical Analysis Center and Director of Research at the Oklahoma Criminal Justice Resource Center.   

 
 

 
 

 
2015 Specialty Courts Conference 



  

 

Agenda 

 
Thursday 
September 3, 2015 
 

8:00 – 9:00 am Registration (Registration desk will be open from 8:00am to 5:00pm.) 
  

8:45 – 9:00 am Welcome Address 
   Terri L. White, Commissioner  

Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 
Location: Oklahoma Ballroom E &F 

 

9:00 – 10:45 am Opening Plenary  
          What Works and What Doesn’t in Reducing Recidivism: A Primer on Evidence Based  

Practices 
Dr. Edward Latessa 
Location: Oklahoma Ballroom E &F 
 

       This session will provide an introduction into what an evidence based practice is as well as information for                            
making decisions based on the practice. Risk factors correlated with criminal conduct and factors related 
to failure will also be addressed in this session. The importance of the correct population being placed 
into treatment as well as what is being targeted during treatment will also be addressed.  

 
 

10:45 – 11:00 am Morning Break 
 
 

11:00 – 12:15 pm Concurrent Sessions 
 

1A – Legal and Ethical Issues in Specialty Courts 
         Judge Steve Goss 
         Location: Oklahoma B 
 

           This session will delve into both ethics and constitutional law and how they interact and are     
           impacted by specialty courts.  
 

  1B – U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Office of Tribal Government Relations 
                                          Establishing “Trust” Relationships with the Native American Veteran Population 

            Mary Culley 
        Location: Boomer A & B 
 

                      The session will highlight the establishment and functionality of the Office of Tribal Government  
                                                         Relations (OTGR) of the Southern Plains and Eastern Regions through the U.S. Department of  
                                                         Veterans Affairs. Operational dialogue will further explain the mission of OTGR and how this  
                                                         agency consults with tribal governments to develop partnerships that enhance access to services  
                                                         and benefits by eligible veterans and their families.    

 

 
 
 



  

1C – VA Services for Justice Involved Veterans 
         Amber Ward 
         Location: Oklahoma D 
          

           Goal of the presentation is to increase awareness of VA Medical Center Services for Justice Involved               
           Veterans, including the role and mission of the Veteran’s Justice Outreach Specialist, how to contact  
           and make referrals for care coordination for mental health treatment, substance abuse treatment,  
           and case management needs and services with criminal justice system partners.  This workshop will  
           also  increase knowledge of outreach services available to county jails and court systems, and   
           highlight current programs established with VJO and community collaboration to target veterans  
           and offer treatment as an alternative to incarceration. 
 

1D – Working with Young Adults 18-25 Years Old 

         Darryl Turpin 
         Location: Oklahoma C 
 

           Because of the developmental issues and brain development of 18- 25 year old populations, it is       
           difficult to appeal to them by explaining the long term benefits of drug court. Poor impulse control     
           and immediate gratification often makes it difficult to make your programs attractive to this  
           population. Having your program structure as a voluntary program may not maximize your program  
           capacity if this age group is part of your target population. Making your program structure part of a  
           mandatory condition of probation, post release, post- adjudication or plea agreement is  
           one way to address this issue. This session will explore these issues. 
 

1E – What Works in Reducing Recidivism: Understanding Effective Treatment Models    
         and How to Apply Them 
         Dr. Edward Latessa 
         Location: Oklahoma E & F 
 

         This session will focus on different treatment models and will examine how to apply them in an    
           effective manner, thereby reducing recidivism.  
 

1F – Drugs of Abuse: The Elephant in the Room 
        Mark Woodward 
        Location: Oklahoma A 
 

          This comprehensive workshop will help teachers, parents, neighbors, and professionals become    
          more informed about what drugs currently impact their schools, children, workplace and  
          community.  This session will examine the most popular place youth obtain their drugs of choice— 
          their home.  This includes prescription drugs, over-the-counter medications and other products  
          teens target.  Participants will learn more about “pharming,” new synthetic drug threats, hard facts  
          on the marijuana legalization movement, and other trends among youth.  Is there a meth lab   
          operating within a particular neighborhood?  This workshop will reveal the clues.  This session  
          includes a power-point visual demonstration of drugs, where kids hide their drugs, as well as signs  
          and symptoms of drug abuse.   Plus, parents will discover their teen’s social media secrets and learn   
          how to uncover and stop drug abuse in your family or community.   
 
 

12:15 – 1:30 pm Lunch  
(On your own) 

See the Back Cover for Nearby Dining Options 

 



  

1:30 – 3:00 pm Concurrent Sessions 
 
2A – Evaluating Specialty Court Programs in Light of the Key Components and Best    
         Practices (Judges’ Breakout) Part 1  
         Judge Steve Goss 
         Location: Oklahoma B 

          

         This breakout is only open to specialty court judges. It will focus on assisting judges in evaluating              
                                                           their specialty courts based on the ten key components as well as Best Practices.  

 

2B – Don’t Get Information Overload: Merging ASAM, Risk, and Best Practices into  
         Drug Court Treatment (Treatment Providers’ Breakout) Part 1 
         Nisha Wilson & Ray Caesar 
         Location: Oklahoma E & F 

                                                            

           This breakout is only open to treatment providers. Specialty court treatment providers can often  
                                                           feel overwhelmed with the amount of information they receive upfront with a new client.  Between  
                                                           criminogenic risk assessments, ASIs, ASAM criteria, Treatment EBPs, Drug Court Treatment Best  
                                                           Practice Standards, etc. actually using all of the information available feels like an impossible task.                                                 
                                                           This session will focus on breaking down the steps to providing great service without getting  
                                                           information overload.   

 

2C – The Role of District Attorneys and Defense Attorneys in Specialty Courts and  
         Treatment Diversion Programs (Prosecutor/Defense Attorneys’ Breakout) Part 1 
        Cat Burton, Heather Coyle & Melissa French 
          Location: Oklahoma A 
            

           This breakout is only open to prosecutors and defense attorneys. The role that prosecutors and    
           defense attorneys play as part of a treatment team for participants requires them to wear different        
           hats than the traditional prosecution-defense model. They must both come together to make sure  
           the focus is on the treatment of the participant, but at the same time, they still have their         
           continuing roles of protecting the public and the defendant’s best interest. This presentation will  
           focus on the differing roles and the need for thinking outside the box. 

 

2D - Working with Young Adults 18-25 Years Old (REPEAT) 
         Darryl Turpin 
         Location: Oklahoma C 
 

           Because of the developmental issues and brain development of 18- 25 year old populations, it is       
           difficult to appeal to them by explaining the long term benefits of drug court. Poor impulse control     
           and immediate gratification often make it difficult to make your programs attractive to this  
           population. Having your program structure as a voluntary program may not maximize your program  
           capacity if this age group is part of your target population. Making your program structure part of a  
           mandatory condition of probation, post release, post- adjudication or plea agreement is one way to  
           address this issue. This session will explore these issues. 

 

              2E-  Integrating the Offender Screening in the Context of Specialty Courts Eligibility  
                      Determination 

        Stephen Fritz 
        Location: Oklahoma D 

 

          This breakout will discuss State-sponsored Offender Screening within the context of Specialty  
          Court Programs. Participants will be provided information on the purpose, content, and application  
          of the Oklahoma Offender Screening program, along with a comparison of screening components    
          and current Specialty Court Eligibility Requirements. Discussion will include selecting appropriate  
          time to administer along with the advantages of using the Offender screenings for diversionary  
          program placement, including determining Specialty Court Eligibility. The speaker will provide     
          specific case examples to highlight positive outcomes as well as challenges to implementation.  

 



  

 2F-  Assessing and Addressing Family Needs in Every Drug Court 

        Jane Pfeifer 
        Location: Boomer A & B 
                

          Addiction is a family disease and recovery happens in the context of families.  We know that  
          participants in every type of drug court bring with them a variety of family concerns and strengths.   
          Research shows that assessing and addressing family needs and cultivating family strengths  
          promotes engagement in adult drug court, recovery and produces positive drug court outcomes.   
          Focusing on the needs of children in family drug courts improves child welfare outcomes.  This  
          session will explain the importance of using evidence-based parenting interventions that include the  
          parent-child dyad and will identify strategies for providing services to the entire family through the  
          use of Numbers, Needs and Networks.  The Family Strengths and Needs Survey is one example for  
          identifying intra-familial resources, service needs and areas in which additional screening and  
          assessment are needed.   Strategies and implications of providing child and family focused resources  
          to participants in every type of drug court will be explained. 

 

3:00 – 3:15 pm Afternoon Break  

 

3:15 – 4:45 pm Concurrent Sessions 

3A – Evaluating Specialty Court Programs in Light of the Key Components and Best    
         Practices (Judges’ Breakout) Part 2  
         Judge Steve Goss 
         Location: Oklahoma B 
           

           This breakout is only open to specialty court judges. It will focus on assisting judges in  
           evaluating their specialty courts based on the ten key components as well as Best Practices.  

 
3B – Don’t Get Information Overload: Merging ASAM, Risk, and Best Practices into  
         Drug Court Treatment (Treatment Providers’ Breakout) Part 2 
         Nisha Wilson & Ray Caesar 
         Location: Oklahoma E & F 
 

           This breakout is only open to treatment providers. Specialty court treatment providers can often  
                                                           feel overwhelmed with the amount of information they receive upfront with a new client.  Between  
                                                           criminogenic risk assessments, ASIs, ASAM criteria, Treatment EBPs, Drug Court Treatment Best  
                                                           Practice Standards, etc. actually using all of the information available feels like an impossible  
                                                           task.  This session will focus on breaking down the steps to providing great service without getting  
                                                           information overload.   

    
3C – The Role of District Attorneys and Defense Attorneys in Specialty Courts and  
         Treatment Diversion Programs (Prosecutor/Defense Attorneys’ Breakout) Part 2 
        Catt Burton, Heather Coyle & Melissa French 
          Location: Oklahoma A 

            

                          This breakout is only open to prosecutors and defense attorneys. The role that prosecutors and    
           defense attorneys play as part of a treatment team for participants requires them to wear different        
           hats than the traditional prosecution-defense model. They must both come together to make sure  
           the focus is on the treatment of the participant, but at the same time, they still have their  
           continuing roles of protecting the public and the defendant’s best interest. This presentation will  
           focus on the differing roles and the need for thinking outside the box. 

 
 
 
 



  

3D – The Primary Destabilizing Factor for the Traumatized 
         G. Pace 
          Location: Oklahoma C 
            

           Destabilization for many survivors of interpersonal trauma is cemented in insecure attachments.  
           This becomes the genesis for the underpinnings of neurobiological reactions which the survivor  
           attempts to regulate through addictions and other tension reducing behaviors. This presentation  
           will focus on addressing the narrow Window of Tolerance by deepening the understanding of the  
           brain-body relationship and assisting the survivor in creating a life worth living through the  
           empowerment of stabilization.    

 

3E-  Can High Risk Drug Court Participants Achieve Good Outcomes? Drug Court    
        Outcomes Broken Down by Risk Levels and Other Factors 
        David Wright 
         Location: Oklahoma D 

 

          Research indicates that drug courts are more effective for high risk participants.  Come to this  
          session to see if this is the case for Oklahoma.  Information will also be presented showing the drug  
          court outcomes for gender, race, and drug of choice.    

  

    3F- Becoming More Trauma-informed when Serving Families Affected By                                           
                                   Intergenerational Trauma and Substance Abuse: Solutions and Findings from the          
                                   Trauma-Informed Care Assessment Project 

        Julie Roguski 
          Location: Boomer A & B 
 

          Using insights gained from the Trauma-Informed Care Assessment Project and other sources, this  
          workshop will help participants understand the relationship between trauma, substance abuse, and  
          child maltreatment and identify the fundamentals of delivering trauma-informed services. 
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Friday 

September 4, 2015 
 

8:00 – 9:00 am Registration (Registration desk will be open from 8:00am to 5:00pm.) 
  

8:45 – 9:00 am Welcome Address 
   The Honorable Justice Douglas L. Combs  

Oklahoma State Supreme Court 
Location: Oklahoma Ballroom E & F 

 

9:00 – 10:45 am Opening Plenary  
   The ASAM Criteria: What Judges and Court Teams Need to Know to Achieve Lasting  

Change 
                                    Dr. David Mee-Lee 

Location: Oklahoma Ballroom E & F 
 

The ASAM Criteria are the most widely used guidelines for intake, assessment, service planning and    
placement, continued stay and discharge of patients with addictive disorders. This presentation will  
highlight what judges and court personnel should know about ASAM Criteria principles, assessment and  
treatment levels. There will be discussion of how to use ASAM Criteria to shift drug and other  
problem-solving courts from a program-driven to outcomes-driven model and achieve lasting change.  
 

10:45 – 11:00 am Morning Break 
 

11:00 – 12:15 pm Concurrent Sessions 
4A – Caught in the Crossfire 
         Kim Smithson 
           Location: Oklahoma B 
 

           The learning objective is to gain awareness of how the disease of addiction impacts all family  
           members. Also, to identify and learn the roles and rules that are created within an addictive family  
           unit that serves as a survival strategy for both the individual and the family system. To develop an  
           understanding of intervention strategies needed to help an individual to break from the  
           dysfunctional patterns of these roles and rules.  
 

4B – Incorporating Wellness into Behavioral Health Interventions 
         Elizabeth Black 
           Location: Boomer A & B 

 

           This class will look at ways to incorporate wellness into treatment interventions to help reduce the  
            health disparity between the behavioral health population and the general population.  It will also  
            look at ways that wellness interventions support long term sobriety and recovery for the people  
            that we serve.   
 

4C – The Matrix Model: An Evidence Based Treatment for Substance Use Disorders 
         Sam Minsky 
           Location: Oklahoma D 
           This presentation will deliver a brief overview of the Matrix Model and highlight the salient points                                                                 
           of its utility when used with a drug court outpatient clientele.  It will focus on the “here and now”  
           aspects of the Matrix Model and its rich complement of the skills, tools and concepts that are  
           necessary for a successful recovery process. 
 

 
 



  

 
4D – Military Sexual Trauma: Then and Now 
         Kristi Bratkovich 
           Location: Oklahoma A 

 

           This presentation is designed  to provide information regarding prevalence rates of Military Sexual  
           Trauma (MST), history reporting procedures and responses in the military, the VA’s response to  
           MST, and treatment provided to individuals who have experienced MST. 

         
          4E – Medication Assisted Treatment: Implications for Judges and Courts 

        Dr. David Mee-Lee 
          Location: Oklahoma E & F 

 

           Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) has been viewed differently by drug and other specialty  
           courts. Some courts utilize the whole range of MAT options, while others are more selective and  
           exclude certain opioid treatment services such as methadone and buprenorphine.  This  
           presentation will focus on principles of using MAT in specialty court settings and on how to work  
           with treatment providers to decide who is appropriate for MAT or not. 

 

4F – Best Practices in Assessment, Management and Treatment of Impaired Drivers 
        Mark Stodola 

                      Location: Oklahoma C 
 

          This workshop will provide an overview and continuum of evidence based practices for impaired  
          drivers from intake to discharge including the latest research on assessment tools, supervision  
          strategies, available technology, and DWI Courts, as well as alcohol treatment programming to help  
          officers maximize their effectiveness while reducing risk to the community.  

 

12:15 – 1:30 pm Lunch  
(On your own) 

See the Back Cover for Nearby Dining Options 
 

1:30 – 3:00 pm Concurrent Sessions 
 

5A – Drug Testing Certainty:  Interpreting Results and Understanding False Positive  
         Findings from MAT or OTC Medications (Part 1) 
         Paul Cary 
           Location: Oklahoma E & F 
           The interpretation of urine drug testing results is not always straightforward.  A positive result,  
           without confirmation, may not withstand challenge.  A negative test result does not always  
           document the donor’s abstinence.  This presentation will explore the various issues associated with  
           the interpretation of urine drug testing results- specifically, testing results that may produce  
           misleading findings for specimen donors taking over-the-counter and prescribed medications and  
           drugs associated with medically assisted treatment (MAT) for addiction. 
 

5B – Courtroom Demeanor and Testimony (Ethics Part 1) 
                                            Dewayne Moore 

         Location: Oklahoma A & B 
      

           This workshop will discuss appropriate methods of writing reports for court and testifying in court  
           based on those reports and will include training on rules of evidence, training on being articulate  
           in a report, training on legal process (proceedings), ethical issues related to testifying against your  
           client, confidentiality, subpoenas and cross examination. 
 

 
 



  

 
5C – The Power of Peer Recovery Support (Veterans and Civilians) 
           Eric Gates, Jill Amos, Dave Hampton 
         Location: Boomer A & B 
 

           This training will highlight information regarding the C-PRSS program and will discuss the many  
           ways that those, who are certified, can assist organizations in serving consumers.  Information will  
           also be given about funding that will impact other specialty tracks being added to the core C-PRSS  
           training. 
 

5D – Mental Health and Pharmacology 
                                              Stan Ardoin 
                                                          Location: Oklahoma D 
 

           This presentation will briefly review common diagnostic categories of psychiatric illnesses. Within  
           that context, an overview of pharmacotherapy options will be considered.  Psychiatric medications  
           will be discussed by categories and the participant will become familiar with the brand names,  
           generic names and general purposes of the medications. 

 

        5E – Best Practices in Assessment, Management and Treatment of Impaired Drivers  
         Mark Stodola 
         Location: Oklahoma C 
    

           This workshop will provide an overview and continuum of evidence based practices for impaired  
           drivers from intake to discharge including the latest research on assessment tools, supervision  
           strategies, available technology, and DWI Courts, as well as alcohol treatment programming to help  
           officers maximize their effectiveness while reducing risk to the community.  
 

3:00 – 3:15 pm Afternoon Break 

 

3:15 – 4:45 pm Concurrent Sessions 

6A – Drug Testing Certainty:  Interpreting Results and Understanding False Positive  
         Findings from MAT or OTC Medications (Part 2) 
         Paul Cary 
           Location: Oklahoma E & F 
            

           The interpretation of urine drug testing results is not always straightforward.  A positive result,  
           without confirmation, may not withstand challenge.  A negative test result does not always  
           document the donor’s abstinence.  This presentation will explore the various issues associated with  
           the interpretation of urine drug testing results- specifically, testing results that may produce  
           misleading findings for specimen donors taking over-the-counter and prescribed medications and  
           drugs associated with medically assisted treatment (MAT) for addiction. 
 
6B – Courtroom Demeanor and Testimony (Ethics Part 2) 
         Dewayne Moore 
         Location: Oklahoma A & B 
 

           This workshop will discuss appropriate methods of writing reports for court and testifying in court  
           based on those reports and will include training on rules of evidence, training on being articulate  
           in a report, training on legal process (proceedings), ethical issues related to testifying against your  
           client, confidentiality, subpoenas and cross examination. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



  

6C – Oklahoma’s Overdose Prevention Initiative 
         Jessica Hawkins 
         Location: Oklahoma D  

 

           In response to Oklahoma’s growing opioid epidemic, the Office of the Governor commissioned and  
           approved “A State Plan: Reducing Prescription Drug Abuse in Oklahoma” in 2013.  The plan  
           represents a comprehensive approach to reducing the non- medical use of prescription drugs and  
           opioid overdose death through implementation of prevention, treatment, and regulatory actions   
           under the leadership of state and community officials.  A coalition of partners has worked  
           together to achieve significant progress in the plan, including adoption of two new state laws to   
           allow expanded access and administration of the opioid overdose antidote naloxone among family   
           members, medical personnel, and first responders under Good Samaritan protection, as well as   
           naloxone access to the public from licensed pharmacists.  Session participants will learn about  
           Oklahoma’s naloxone initiative outcomes and ways to support opioid overdose prevention. 

 
6D – Understanding the Dynamics that Occur in Intimate Partner Relationships 
         Jennifer McLaughlin 
           Location: Oklahoma C 
            

           Gain awareness about the nature and prevalence of domestic violence in our society.  Understand  
           how victims of domestic violence are impacted.  Understand importance of safety planning and  
           which professionals are needed to complete the safety plan.  Become knowledgeable about sources  
           available to persons impacted by domestic violence 

 
6E-  Essential Veteran Resources for Specialty Courts 
        Kerry Mucker 
        Location: Boomer A & B 
           

          There are many great resources that are readily available for our veterans within our specialty  
          courts programs. This session will highlight key fundamentals that best serve our service members  
          and veterans.   
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Exhibitor Listing 
 
Aalhakoffichi`, Adolescent Transitional Living Center 
Chickasaw.net 
Booth 14 
 

Acadia Health Care Military Support Services 
Acadiahealtcare.com 
Booth 7 
 

American Addiction Centers 
Americanaddictioncenters.org 
Booth 6 
 

Avertest 
Avertest.com 
Avertest integrates every element of drug and alcohol testing programs, 
alleviating customer workload to shift the focus to treatment and supervision. 
Avertest’s turnkey service is founded upon evidenced-based practices that are 
scientifically valid and forensically defensible. Avertest’s service offering 
includes random schedule management and client notification, same gender 
observed collections, state-of-the-art laboratory analysis, and expert and lab 
testimony. 
Booth 1 
 

Depression and Bipolar Alliance 

DBSA is the leading patient directed national organization focusing on the most 
prevalent mental illness. DBSA has grass-roots network of nearly 1,000 peer-led 
support groups across the country. DBSA – Oklahoma has over 25 inpatient and 
outpatient support groups. Approximately 6,000 people attend these support 
groups provide hope, empowerment, advocacy, education and information. Our 
motto is“We’ve Been There We Can Help.” 
Booth 11 
 

INTEGRIS Mental Health 
Integrisok.com/mentalhealth 
Life is challenging.  INTEGRIS can help.  INTEGRIS Mental Health provides a 
comprehensive spectrum of mental health, addiction recovery, employee 
assistance and mind/body therapy programs across the lifespan through several 
locations throughout the state.  Levels of care provided include:  Inpatient 
mental health for all ages, residential treatment for children & adolescents, 
STAR Sexual Trauma and Abuse Recovery programs for children, Partial 
Hospitalization for adults, Intensive Outpatient Programs for adults and 
adolescents and outpatient psychiatric management and mental health services 
for all ages.  For assessment and admission information for inpatient programs, 
please call (405) 951-2273.  For free information, resources and screenings and 
for a complete listing of our programs and services, please visit us online. 
Booth 8 
 

Jack Brown Adolescent Treatment Center 
Booth 9 
 

NAMI Oklahoma 
Namioklahoma.org 
Booth 16 
 

NAMI Oklahoma Children’s Behavioral Health Network 
Namioklahoma.org 
Booth 15 
 

Oklahoma Association on Problem and Compulsive 
Gambling (OAPCG)  
Oapcg.org 
Oklahoma Association on Problem and Compulsive Gambling is a non-profit 
organization with the mission of advocacy in behalf of problem gamblers and 
their family members. This mission also includes, training counselors in the 
Basic Training program, training casino employees in identifying problem 
gamblers, and to maintain and train the call specialists at the Problem Gambling 
Helpline.  OAPCG also provides prevention programs for Problem Gambling by 
partnering with existing community organizations.  
Booth 13 
  

 

Oklahoma Citizen Advocates for Recovery and Treatment 
Association (OCARTA) 
Ocarta.org 
OCARTA  is one of Oklahoma's only peer run agencies and has been serving the 
recovery community for over 13 years. OCARTA provides educations groups 
such as Job Club, Parenting, and WHOLE. OCARTA has a community center, the 
Wellness Hub that focuses on a holistic approach for people in recovery giving 
them resources and referrals to multiple agencies throughout the state.  We also 
hold several monthly re-socialization events and provide services for youth and 
families. For more information please go to our website or call 405-848-7555. 
Booth 17 
  

Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse Human Resources (ODMHSAS) 

ODMHSAS.org 
ODMHSAS is responsible for providing services to Oklahomans who are 
affected by mental illness and substance abuse.  The demand for public mental 
health services exceeds the capacity of the current treatment system. Through 
the use of proven practices and expansion of community based services, the 
department will increase the effectiveness of services and continue to improve 
the efficiency of the delivery system. The department’s goal is to ensure access 
to appropriate care for all Oklahomans and the recovery of all served. 
Booth 20 
 

Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance 
Abuse (ODMHSAS) 

ODMHSAS.org 
Do you need Information for mental health and substance abuse awareness? 
You can access information by downloading documents, or sign up and place 
your order through the Oklahoma Prevention Resource Center. Visits our E-
Prevention Resource Center at www.odmhsas.org from the link under 
“Services” 
Booth 19 
 

Peaceful Family Solutions 

Peacefulfamilysolutions.org 
Booth 3 
 

Red River Youth Academy 
Redriverya.com 
Booth 12 
 

Shadow Mountain Behavioral Health Systems 
Shadowmountainbhs.com 
Booth 18 
 

University of Oklahoma Outreach 
ououtreach.org  
One of the top five university-based continuing education programs in the 
nation, OU Outreach is dedicated to lifelong learning by helping individuals, 
businesses, groups, and communities transform themselves through 
knowledge. OU Outreach extends educational resources through more than 30 
different program formats, annually offering approximately 3,000 courses and 
activities to more than 200,000 nontraditional students in Oklahoma and 
worldwide. For more information about online and on-site undergraduate and 
graduate degree programs, please visit our website.  
Booth 2 
 

Valley Hope 

ValleyHope.com  
Valley Hope is a 30 day inpatient program that is individualized to each person 
and their needs. We offer medically monitored care that includes nursing staff 
24 hours a day, which includes detox. Each patient has an individual counselor 
they meet with twice a week, Chaplain once a week to work on spiritual aspects 
of recovery, and group five days a week, and daily lectures. We take most 
private insurance companies and offer payment plans. 
Booth 4 

VizOwn 
 

Vizown.com 
VizOwn is an advanced 90 day residential treatment and recovery center for 
adult women, dedicated to providing high quality, individualized, integrated and 
trauma informedtreatment for alcohol and substance abuse, as well as co-
occuring conditions. VizOwn is located on 135 acres and just a short 15 minute 
drive from Norman, Oklahoma, near the scenic Lake Thunderbird State Park. 
Please visit our website or call 405-253-2020. 
Booth 5 

http://www.ocarta.org/
http://www.odmhsas.org/
http://www.vizown.com/


 
 

 



  

 



  

 
 
 
 

Restaurants within close proximity to the  

Embassy Suites Hotel & Conference Center: 

 
 

Cheddar’s Casual Café (American) – 1300 24
th

 Ave. NW 

 

Chipotle (Mexican) – 1641 24
th

 Ave. NW 

 

Chuy’s (Mexican) – 760 N. Interstate Dr. 

 

Five Guys (American/Burgers) – 1401 24
th

 Ave. NW 

 

Logan’s Roadhouse (American/Steakhouse) – 1250 24
th

 Ave. NW 

 

Louie’s West (American/Pub) – 3720 W. Robinson St. 

 

Ozzie’s Diner (American/Breakfast/Lunch) – 1700 Lexington Ave. 

 

Pub W (American/German) – 3750 W. Robinson St. 

 

Qdoba (Mexican) – 1800 24
th

 Ave. NW 

 

Starbucks (Coffee/Pastries) – 1400 24
th

 Ave. NW 

 

Subway (Sandwiches) – 1632 24
th

 Ave. NW 

 

Ted’s Café Escondido (Mexican) – 700 N. Interstate Dr. 

 

Wingstop (American) – 1812 24
th

 Ave. NW 

 

Zio’s (Italian) – 1353 24
th

 Ave. NW 

 

 

…for more dining options (such as those found in downtown or on Campus Corner)  

download the VisitNorman App! 
 
 


