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SESSION TITLE—September 3, 2015    1:30pm—3:00pm 
Assessing and Addressing Family Needs in Every Drug Court

ABSTRACT/COURSE DESCRIPTION
Addiction is a family disease and recovery happens in the context of families.  We know that participants in every type of drug court bring with them a variety of family concerns and strengths.  Research shows that assessing and addressing family needs and cultivating family strengths promotes engagement in adult drug court, recovery and produces positive drug court outcomes.  Focusing on the needs of children in family drug courts improves child welfare outcomes.  This session will explain the importance of using evidence-based parenting interventions that include the parent-child dyad and will identify strategies for providing services to the entire family through the use of Numbers, Needs and Networks.  The Family Strengths and Needs Survey is one example for identifying intra-familial resources, service needs and areas in which additional screening and assessment are needed.   Strategies and implications of providing child and family focused resources to participants in every type of drug court will be explained.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

· Gain greater understanding why addressing family needs is important for individual and family recovery in all drug courts.
· Learn about the Family Strengths and Needs Survey and its implementation in pilot projects.
· Explore the impact of providing intensive services to children and families on well-being, permanency and safety outcomes.
· Explore practice and policy implications for addressing family needs, including the need for greater collaboration within drug court and the community.

BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT

Jane Pfeifer, MPA
Ms. Pfeifer is a Senior Program Associate at Children and Family Futures (CFF) and serves as a Program Management Liaison for the Regional Partnership Grant program, as Change Leader for the Prevention and Family Recovery project, and leads the development of the FDC Guidelines.  She was also the lead on the FDC Peer Learning Courts project.   She has over 20 years of experience working in the criminal justice system and 17 years of experience working with adult, juvenile and family drug courts at the local, state and national level.  As a Drug Court Program Manager, Ms. Pfeifer oversaw the day-to-day fiscal, programmatic and administrative operations of an Adult and Juvenile Drug Court Program.  She has served as Lead Faculty for the National Drug Court Institute, providing TTA to adult and family drug court teams across the country, and as faculty for other organizations including the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, and National Judicial College.  Ms. Pfeifer is a highly skilled trainer, providing computer-based and onsite training to local, state and national audiences on a range of topics including case management, collaboration, community resource development and the needs of rural jurisdictions.  Ms. Pfeifer received her Master of Public Administration and a Bachelor of Arts in Social Work and Psychology from California State University, Chico. 
