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| ENROLLED HOUSE

| BILL NO. 1241

An Act rel ati

Sui ci de Prevention Act;
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By:
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Cai n

and

of the Senate

ng to nental health; creating the Youth

stating purpose; providing

creating Youth Suicide Prevention

providing for appointnents to the Council

establishing responsibilities of the Council
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est abl i shi ng

ring the State
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| exceptions; requiring confidentiality of information;
| i mposi ng penalties for violation; providing for

| codi fication; and declaring an energency.

| BE I T ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOVA:

|

| SECTI ON 1. NEW LAW A new section of lawto be codified
|in the Gkl ahoma Statutes as Section 12-101 of Title 43A, unless
|[there is created a duplication in nunbering, reads as foll ows:

|

| Sections 1 through 5 of this act shall be known and may be cited
| as the "Youth Suicide Prevention Act".

|

| SECTI ON 2. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified
|in the Gkl ahoma Statutes as Section 12-102 of Title 43A, unless
|[there is created a duplication in nunbering, reads as foll ows:

|

| The purpose of the Youth Suicide Prevention Act is to facilitate
| the translation of youth suicide-related data into conprehensive

| public policy that is directed toward reduci ng the nunber of

| att enpt ed suicides and suicides in Okl ahoma by:

|

| 1. Inproving nmethods of identifying children, youth and young

| adults who are at risk of conmmtting suicide;



| 2. Improving awareness of and access to existing nmental health
| services for individuals identified as needi ng those services; and
I

| 3. Coordinating and devel opi ng community resources to prevent

| att enpt ed suicide and suicide anong chil dren, youth, and young

| adul t s.

| SECTI ON 3. NEW LAW A new section of lawto be codified
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|in the Gkl ahoma Statutes as Section 12-103 of Title 43A, unless
|[there is created a duplication in nunbering, reads as foll ows:

| As used in the Youth Suicide Prevention Act:

|

| 1. "Attenpted suicide" neans the voluntary and intentiona
[injury to one's own body with the goal of ending one's own life; and
|

| 2. "Suicide" nmeans the voluntary and intentional taking of

| one's own life.

|

| SECTI ON 4. NEW LAW A new section of lawto be codified
|in the Gkl ahoma Statutes as Section 12-104 of Title 43A, unless
|[there is created a duplication in nunbering, reads as foll ows:

| A. There is hereby created until January 1, 2005, a Youth



| Sui ci de Prevention Council. The Council shall assist with the

| i mpl ementation of the Youth Suicide Prevention Act.

|

| B. The Youth Suicide Prevention Council shall be conposed of
|twenty (20) nenmbers as foll ows:

|

| 1. One nenber of the Okl ahoma House of Representatives

| appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

|

| 2. One menber of the Cklahona State Senate appointed by the
| President Pro Tenpore of the Senate;

|

| 3. Two representatives of the Departnment of Mental Health and
| Subst ance Abuse Services appoi nted by the Conmi ssioner of Menta

| Heal th and Substance Abuse Servi ces;

|

| 4. Two representatives of the State Departnent of Health

| appoi nted by the State Conm ssioner of Health;

|

| 5. One representative of the State Departnent of Education

| appoi nted by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction

|

| 6. One representative of the Ofice of Juvenile Affairs

| appoi nted by the Director of the Ofice of Juvenile Affairs;

|

| 7. One representative of the Gkl ahoma Conmi ssion on Children
| and Yout h appointed by the Director of the Cklahona Conmi ssion on

| Chil dren and Yout h;



| 8. Two survivors of attenpted youth suicide or other youth who
| have had experience with attenpted suicide or suicide, one each

| appoi nted by the President Pro Tenpore of the Senate and the speaker
| of the House of Representatives;

|

| 9. Two survivors of suicide, including, but not linited to,

| parents or other famly nenbers of youths who comitted suicide, to
| be appointed by the President Pro Tenpore of the Senate;

|

| 10. One teacher and one school counsel or each to be appointed

| by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

|

| 11. Two licensed nental health professionals who work in the

| area of suicide prevention, appointed by the Governor

|

| 12. One child psychiatrist who is licensed pursuant to the | aws
| of this state appointed by the President Pro Tenpore of the Senate;

| and
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| 13. Three nenbers of the clergy, one each appointed by the
| President Pro Tenmpore of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
| Representatives and the Governor

|

| C. The Conmmi ssioner of Mental Health and Substance Abuse

| Servi ces, or a designee, shall convene the initial neeting of the



| Council, at which tine the Council shall elect a chair and

| vice-chair fromanong its nenbership. Staff assistance to the

| Council shall be provided by the Department of Mental Health and

| Subst ance Abuse Services and the State Departnent of Health.

| Menbers of the Council shall receive no conmpensation for their

| service on the Council but shall be rei nbursed by the appointing

| authority for travel expenses incurred in the performance of their

| duties pursuant to the State Travel Rei nbursenent Act.

|

| D. The responsibilities of the Council shall include, but not
|be limted to, the follow ng:

|

| 1. Collaborate with community partnership boards established

| pursuant to Section 601.11 of Title 10 of the Cklahona Statutes and
| ot her community-1evel planning bodies to assist in the devel opnent

| and coordi nati on of |ocal resources and building comunity capacity
|to address the issue of youth suicide;

|

| 2. Provide technical assistance to schools and communities with
| respect to the best practices in the identification and treatnment of
| children, youth and young adults at risk for committing suicide;

|

| 3. ldentify and pronpte strategies to prevent suicide anong

| children, youth and young adults; and

|

| 4. Pronote public awareness of the problem of youth suicide and
|the efforts being made in Okl ahoma to reduce nmorbidity and nortality

| associ ated with suicide.



| E. The Council shall submit a report to the Governor, the

| Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President Pro Temnpore

| of the Senate, the Comm ssioner of Mental Health and Substance Abuse
| Servi ces and the State Conmi ssioner of Health no | ater than Decenber
| 1 of each year. The report shall provide an update of activities

| and progress in inplementing the provisions of the Youth Suicide

| Prevention Act, and offer policy and | egislative recomendati ons.

|

| SECTI ON 5. NEW LAW A new section of lawto be codified
|in the Gkl ahoma Statutes as Section 12-105 of Title 43A, unless
|[there is created a duplication in nunbering, reads as foll ows:

|

| A.  The Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services
| shall act as the |ead agency in inplementing the provisions of the

| Youth Suicide Prevention Act in cooperation with the Youth Suicide

| Preventi on Counci l

|

| B. The Departnent shall have primary responsibility for

| eval uating the effectiveness of efforts designed to reduce the

| nunber of attenpted suicides and suicides, and shall submt an

| eval uation report to the Chair of the Youth Suicide Prevention

| Council, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President
| Pro Tenmpore of the Senate and the Governor no later than July 1 of

| each year.

|

| SECTI ON 6. NEW LAW A new section of law to be codified

|[in the Gkl ahoma Statutes as Section 3151 of Title 63, unless there



|is created a duplication in nunbering, reads as foll ows:

3
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| A.  The Legislature hereby directs the State Departnent of

| Heal th to devel op a state suicide data collection systemto provide
|reliable data about attenpted suicides in this state. |n devel oping
| the system the Departnment shall

| 1. Include information on the incidence of suicide attenpts;
|

| 2. Include denographic information on persons who attenpt

| sui ci de; and

|

| 3. Explore prevention strategies for reducing the nunber of
| att enpt ed suicides and suici des.

| B. As used in this section

|

| 1. "Attenpted suicide" neans a voluntary and intentional injury
|to one's own body with the goal of ending one's own life;

|

| 2. "E-codes" are external cause of injury codes contained in
|the International Cassification of Diseases 9th Revision; and

|

| 3. "Suicide" nmeans a voluntary and intentional taking of one's
|own life;



| C. The State Board of Health shall, if funds are avail abl e,

| establish a systemfor collecting informati on concerning attenpted

| sui ci des anbng persons who were hospitalized or who were treated and
| rel eased. |n establishing the system the Board nay require

| hospitals, and other related institutions, as defined in Section

| 1-701 of Title 63 of the Cklahona Statutes, to include E-codes on
|all patient discharge data or, if necessary, to conmplete and submt

| a Report of Suicide Attenpt formto be nade avail able by the State

| Depart nent of Health.

| D. The system shall be inplenmented statew de.

|

| E. Individual forns, conputer tapes or other forns of data

| col l ected pursuant to this section shall be confidential and shal

| not be public records as defined in the Okl ahoma Open Records Act.
|

| F. The confidentiality of identifying information is to be

| protected, and the pertinent statutes and rules of the State of

| &l ahoma and the regul ati ons of the federal governnent relative to
| confidentiality shall apply.

|

| G Ildentifying information shall not be disclosed and shall not
| be used for any purpose except statistical reporting and data

| anal ysi s.

|

| H  Nothing in this section shall prohibit the publishing of

| statistical conpilations relating to suicide attenpts which do not

|in any way identify individual cases or individual sources of



| i nformation.

|

| I. 1. Awviolation of the provisions of this section by an

| empl oyee of the Department shall be grounds for term nation of

| empl oyment .

|

| 2.  Any person who violates the provisions of this section shal
| al so be deened guilty of a m sdeneanor, and upon conviction thereof
| shal | be punished by a fine of One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000.00) or
| i mprisonment in the county jail for up to one (1) year, or by both
| such fine and inprisonment.
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| J. The State Board of Health is authorized to pronulgate rules
|[to carry out the provisions of this section

|

| SECTION 7. It being i medi ately necessary for the preservation
| of the public peace, health and safety, an energency is hereby

| decl ared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and
|be in full force fromand after its passage and approval.

| Passed the House of Representatives the 26th day of April, 2001

| Presiding O ficer of the House of



Repr esent ati ves

Passed the Senate the 10th day of April, 2001.

Presiding Oficer of the Senate
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