Melissa French has been an Assistant Public Defender for Oklahoma County since 2004.  From 1999 to 2001, Melissa was in private practice in Wichita, Kansas.  In 2001, she joined the Kansas Board of Indigent Defense Services.  During her time in Kansas, Melissa became an advocate for the mentally ill after she realized how many people were incarcerated due to their mental illness.  Additionally, she began to educate herself regarding mental health issues and substance abuse issues so that she could better serve that population.  After moving to Oklahoma, she continued to advocate for the mentally ill.  The issue has become her passion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2011, Melissa became the supervisor for the division of the Oklahoma County Public Defender’s Office that handles all specialty courts, including DUI court, Drug Court, Mental Health Court, Female Diversion, and Remerge.  Additionally, the 5 person division handles all misdemeanor and felony revocation cases, and the misdemeanor docket. Melissa also serves as the coordinator for the office’s intern programs.   Melissa works closely with the Oklahoma County District Attorney, the Oklahoma County Jail, and the Oklahoma Department of Mental Health to advocate and better serve the incarcerated that are mentally ill.
Melissa attended the University of Oklahoma where she earned Bachelor of Science degrees in Political Science and Economics. She graduated from OU Law School in 1999. Today, Melissa lives in Yukon with her husband and seven-year-old daughter. 
