The Oklahoma Office of Homeland Security Presents:

The 2009 Regional Advisory Council Conference
Getting Oklahoma Communities “Red Dirt Ready”
November 18th & 19th, 2009
Sheraton Oklahoma City Hotel (Downtown OKC)
One North Broadway
Oklahoma City, OK 73102

The Oklahoma Office of Homeland Security (OKOHS) will host the second annual Regional Council Conference on November 18 & 19, 2009 in Oklahoma City at the Sheraton OKC Downtown Hotel; minutes from Bricktown and other downtown attractions. The conference will offer multiple breakout sessions with subject matter experts in areas such as: addressing preparedness among special needs populations, emergency radio communications, utilizing social media to promote community preparedness, improvised explosive device detection and deterrence, and more. We will also be gathering information from the Councils during a session devoted to the State Preparedness Report (SPR). The SPR is a congressionally mandated requirement of every state and input from local Homeland Security partners will help make the report truly reflective of the needs and capabilities of Oklahoma.

 The second day OKOHS is bringing in a dynamic and interactive course called the Leader’s Role In Creating Vigilant, Prepared, And Resilient Communities. The training will be led by instructor, Roy Kindrick, of Western Oregon University’s Community Policing Institute. This is will be a valuable training and well worth your while regardless of discipline.
We will also be joined by various federal partners from the Department of Homeland Security and the preparedness team at FEMA Region VI. This will be a great opportunity for all of our Homeland Security partners to interact and learn from each other. 
You MUST be an actual Council Member or Official Alternate to register for and attend the Workshop. There will be no exceptions.
Registration and a continental breakfast will start at 7:30 am on Wednesday, November 18, 2009. The first session will begin promptly at 8:30 am. The conference will be two full days (8:30-5:30 on Nov. 18th and 8:00-5:00 on Nov. 19th). Breakfast and lunch will be provided both days for all attendees.
Hotel accommodations will be paid for those attendees driving 60 miles or more. However, due to budget constraints, we can only pay for a limited number of hotel rooms so reservations will be made on a first come first serve basis. Council Members are encouraged to register as soon as possible. Hotel reservations will be made by OKOHS only. DO NOT call the hotel directly. Direct reservations will not be accepted. Please indicate in the appropriate field on the online registration form that you will need a hotel room and, if you are approved, your confirmation number and registration information will be emailed to you upon the close of hotel registration (instructions for registering on our website are below). You will be notified whether you have been approved or denied for a hotel room within 24 hours of registering. OKOHS is authorized to pay the government rate of $84 per room for attendees. Any charges incurred above and beyond this amount (such as wireless internet access, room service etc.) will be the sole responsibility of the attendee. Hotel guests will be required to put down a credit card or a deposit in the amount of $55 upon check-in. This is to cover incidentals and will be refunded to you at checkout if you do not incur any additional expenses. Please note that hotel parking is $10 per day and this charge will not be covered by OKOHS. Cancellations must be made at least 48 hours in advance of check-in. If you do not show or cancel within 48 hours of check-in without the exception of illness or other extenuating circumstances, you will be held responsible for the price of the room. No requests for hotel rooms will be accepted after 12 PM/Noon on Monday, October 26, 2009. No exceptions!! After this date, Council Members who missed the deadline are still encouraged to attend and may request a room directly through the hotel at the government rate, but the cost will NOT be covered by OKOHS. Registration to attend the conference without a hotel room will remain open until Wednesday, November 4, 2009. 

We are looking forward to a large turnout this year. There will be something for everyone as we have worked hard to put on a conference that is both relevant and engaging. This will be an opportunity not only to learn but also to network and communicate with your counterparts from all over the state. We are looking forward to seeing you all there!
The complete agenda for the conference will be made available and emailed to all attendees upon the close of registration. Please see below for instructions on how to register.
Please call or email Lacey Callahan, Regional Council Coordinator, with any questions. Lacey’s contact info. is as follows:

(405) 425-2204
lcallaha@dps.state.ok.us

	Instructions for Registration

Access the OKOHS website at www.homelandsecurity.ok.gov and click on the Training Calendar icon on the homepage. Search for the event entitled “2009 Regional Advisory Council Conference”.  You can either search by date, name, or scroll down the page to find the event listing. If you do not have an OKOHS training account, you will need to create one before registering.  Creating an account is quick and easy - just follow the directions.  Fill out the registration form completely and submit. A verification email will be sent to you within 24 hours of registration (Hotel reservation info. will be sent after hotel registration closes on October 26th).



