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Torn apart: With two sons in prison, woman says meth ‘ruined our lives’
By Tippi Rasp, Lifestyles Editor

Photos of the Sharon Wagner’s sons depict athletic and energetic boys growing up. They both loved baseball.
And later they were involved in racing stock cars.

They were typical boys and stayed out of trouble for the most part.

Even when David Wagner first started smoking methamphetamine less than a decade ago, he was working a
job alongside his dad and managed to remain attentive to his three daughters.

“They were just using then,” said Sharon Wagner, of her two sons’ drug abuse. “Then that led to not working
and stealing. It was a nightmare.”

As his drug habit progressed, David began “shooting” the drug into his veins. He had become a hard core user.
He stopped showing up for work, lost his job and started stealing to feed his habit.

Then he started buying the chemicals and pharmaceuticals to make the drug.
His mother began to pray for some kind of intervention to help David and his brother, Brian, escape safely.

She finally got it in 2007 when her sons were arrested for a number of crimes, including attempting to cook the
drug to sell.

“I was so relieved when it happened,” she said. “They were getting bad. It was a blessing.”

Today, both Brian and David spend their days inside prison walls. David is confined to the Jess Dunn Correc-
tional Center in Taft and Brian is locked up at Oklahoma City Community Correctional Center.

Sharon visits her sons monthly. Two of David’s four daughters live with her and she regularly takes them to
visit their father.

“I hate to be separated from them right now — because of (meth),” Wagner said via telephone from the war-
den’s office in Taft.

David talks about the drug as if it’s a person and he even wrote a poem about the evil drug that takes hold of
its victims and doesn’t stop until it ruins lives.

“It really destroyed my family,” David said.

But David is intent on staying clean and away from meth when he is released. He has a parole hearing this
September and he’s hopeful he will be released.



“I’m gonna stay away from it when I get out,” David said.
Brian also is up for parole this year. His hearing is slated for December.

David said he has worked for the past 1 1/2 years to finish high school while in prison. He recently passed a
literacy test and regularly attends religious services.

His plans if he wins parole in September?
“Stay clean, get a job and keep it, encourage people to stay off of it, stay away from them,” David said.

David said his daughters are in good hands and they are aware of his crimes. He said he misses them and is
disappointed in the decisions he made.

“It was a bad deal,” David said. “I should have never done it when they were around.”
Sharon talks fondly of her sons, she’s proud of the progress they’ve made and is anxious for their release.

Sharon — and her sons — watched the documentary “Crystal Darkness” which was televised in the entire state
Jan. 13 as a way to educate the public about the dangers of methamphetamine addiction.

Phase II of Crystal Darkness Oklahoma will involve teams of experts providing prevention education pro-
grams in communities across the state.

Three generations of the Wagner family know the dangers and how costly the drug can be.

“It ruined our lives,” Sharon said.
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