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Table 3. Training curriculum of formal and on‐the‐job training provided to conservation districts 

  *2009  
(hours) 

*2010  
(hours) 

2011  
(hours) 

2012  
(hours) 

2013  
(hours) 

Fo
rm

al
 T
ra
in
in
g 

(3)Verifier training 

 C markets, 
offsets, and 
verification 

 Aggregator’s 
perspective 

 What is soil C 
sequestration? 

 Forestry 
carbon 
sequestration 

 Recognizing 
what you’re 
looking for: 
Assessing no‐
till fields I 

 Recognizing 
what you’re 
looking for: 
Assessing 
seeded 
grasslands I 

(3)Verifier 
training  

 Soil C seq: 
The link to 
conservation 
mgmt 

 Aggregator’s 
perspective 

 Recognizing 
what you’re 
looking for: 
Assessing no‐
till fields II 

 Recognizing 
what you’re 
looking for: 
Assessing 
seeded 
grasslands II 

 Verifier 
perspective: 
notes from 
the field 

(6)Grassland field 
verification I 

(6)Grassland field 
verification II 

(6)No‐till field 
verification I 

(3)Continuing 
education for 
verifiers 

 4‐level 
certification 
program 
requirements

 Project 
overview 

 Producer 
applications 

 OSU’s soil C 
sampling 
program 

 Related 
projects in 
OK 

(3)Continuing 
education for 
verifiers 

 Project update 

 Nutrient mgmt 
for N20 
reductions 

 Improving our 
methods for 
quality results 

 Rangeland 
worksheets, 
monitoring, 
and verification 
overview 

(3)Nutrient 
management and 
water quality 

(3)Soil sampling 
with a hand probe 

(6)Rangeland 
health and field 
monitoring I 

(6)Rangeland 
health and field 
monitoring II 

 

Coming in 2014

NRCS’s Soil 
Health 101 

 

**
O
n
  t
h
e
 J
o
b
 T
ra
in
in
g   No‐till field 

data collection 

 

 No‐till field 
data 
collection 

 Grassland 
field data 
collection 

 No‐till field 
data 
collection 

 Grasslands 
field data 
collection 

 No‐till field 
data collection 

 Grassland field 
data collection 

 Rangeland field 
data collection 

 Rangeland 
field data 
collection 

*Pre‐dates project start date. **Hours vary by district. 
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Continuous No‐Till  Progressive Management Crediting Matrix   

Mgmt 
Level 

1  2 
 

3  4  5 

 Soil Health 
& GHG Seq 

 Mgmt 
 
 

ᵒ Conversion of FSA 
“cropland” from 
conventional tillage to no 
tillage 

ᵒ Growing crop present 
ᵒ Residue present and 

evenly distributed 
ᵒ Anchored stalks present 
ᵒ Cover crops follow low 

residue crops 
ᵒ Burning does not occur 
ᵒ Grazing ends by 3/15 
ᵒ Fallow <12 months 
ᵒ Hayed annual crops 

followed by high residue 
cover crop 

ᵒ At least 50% of soil 
covered with residue 

ᵒ  

ᵒ Plants deep-rooted cover 
crop 

ᵒ Adds legume cover crop 
ᵒ  

ᵒ Rotating high residue crops or 
ᵒ Adds additional crop to rotation 

or 
ᵒ Cover crop cocktail of at least 3 

species 
ᵒ  

ᵒ Use of continuous cover 
crops OR 

ᵒ Cover crop cocktail 7 
species or greater OR 

ᵒ Add 2 additional crops to 
rotation 

Nutrient 
Mgmt  

& Avoided 
Emissions 

 

ᵒ Conversion of FSA 
“cropland” from 
conventional tillage to no 
tillage 

ᵒ  

ᵒ Soil test annually 
ᵒ Fertilizes according to soil 

test recommendations and 
ᵒ Uses split N application, 

when applicable to crop 
ᵒ  

ᵒ In-season N 
incorporation/injection or 

ᵒ Slow release nutrients or 
ᵒ Nitrogen inhibitors or 
ᵒ  Use of N-rich strips 

ᵒ Applying fertilizer at variable 
rates through the use of 
electronic maps with a GPS 
receiver by using grid sampling 
or EC mapping 

ᵒ  Uses sensor based variable 
rate  application techniques 
such as NDVI sensing to 
apply nitrogen fertilizer 

Wildlife 
Mgmt 

 

ᵒ Conversion of FSA 
“cropland” from 
conventional tillage to no 
tillage 

ᵒ  

ᵒ Plants a cover crop and/or 
has implemented other 
contingencies or plantings 
specifically for improving 
wildlife habitat 

ᵒ .Buffer strips exist around 
riparian areas 

ᵒ Adds pollinator species to 
cover crop 

ᵒ  

ᵒ Leaves un-harvested strip 
around perimeter of field 

ᵒ Buffer strips exist along field 
edges that create corridors for 
wildlife movement 

ᵒ Buffer strips all at least 30 m 
wide along drainages 

ᵒ Using a stripper header 
for harvesting 

ᵒ Buffer strips all at least  
46 m wide along 
drainages 

ᵒ Utilizes IPM  for pest 
control 

Water 
Quality 
Mgmt 

 

ᵒ Conversion of FSA 
“cropland” from 
conventional tillage to no 
tillage 

 

ᵒ If irrigated, an irrigation 
plan is adhered to 

ᵒ Fertilizing according to soil 
test recommendations 

ᵒ Riparian buffer is in place 
ᵒ Filter strips established 
ᵒ Applying split nitrogen 

applications 
ᵒ  

ᵒ Livestock excluded from buffer 
ᵒ Utilizing nitrogen injection 
ᵒ Applying nitrogen rich strip 

ᵒ Livestock excluded from 
stream 

ᵒ Has field border 
ᵒ GPS targeted pest spray 
ᵒ IPM plan in place 
ᵒ Using precision 

equipment to apply 
nitrogen 
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Cropland Converted to Seeded Grasslands Progressive Management Crediting Matrix   
 

Mgmt 
Level 

1  2 
 

3  4  5 

 Soil Health 
& GHG Seq 

 Mgmt 
 
 

ᵒ Conversion from 
marginal cropland to 
seeded, managed 
grassland 

ᵒ  

ᵒ Grazing management plan 
created and implemented 

ᵒ Manages biomass removal 
from haying, grazing, or 
burning so that residual cover 
remains.  

ᵒ Harvest deferment occurs for 
up to two years when 
precipitation is less than 60% 
of local average annual rainfall 
during the preceding 12 
months.   

ᵒ Herbicide are not applied 
unless recommended in the 
brush management plan and 
then no more than every 2-3 
years at most  

ᵒ Stocking rate does not 
exceed carrying capacity of 
the field;  

ᵒ Grazing does not exceed the 
recovery capacity of the 
individual plant species or 
the plant community based 
on NRCS Standard 528. 

ᵒ Supplemental feeding by 
grain is minimized or 
unnecessary. 

ᵒ Approved prescribed burn 
plan in place 

ᵒ Drought plan in place and 
used when needed  

ᵒ Bare ground below 75% 
ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis < 18 

 

ᵒ Grazing meets or exceeds 
heights as suggested in Table 
3 (Bidwell) 

ᵒ Actively controlling woody 
encroachment* 

ᵒ Residue height reaches 
minimum as outlined in Table 3 
for non-native forages 

ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis 18-24 
ᵒ Cool season grasses < 33% 

cover 

ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis 25-
40 

ᵒ Grazing on clay soils Light 
in wet years  

ᵒ Grazing on sandy soils 
Light in dry years  

ᵒ Diversifies pasture with 3 or 
more functional groups 

ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis 25-
40 

ᵒ  

Nutrient 
Mgmt  

& Avoided 
Emissions 

 

ᵒ Conversion from 
marginal cropland to 
seeded, managed 
grassland 

ᵒ  

ᵒ Soil test is done annually 
ᵒ Fertilizer applied no more than 

once annually unless done as 
split application and only at 
rates based on soil test results 
and nutrient removal 
calculation. when using a 
fertilizer that may volatilize. 

ᵒ No supplemental feeding 
ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis < 18 
ᵒ Reduced fertilizing due to 

legume management 

ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis 18-24 ᵒ Fertilizes no more than 
once every 3 years 

ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis 25-
40 

ᵒ  

Wildlife 
Mgmt 

 

ᵒ Conversion from 
marginal cropland to 
seeded, managed 
grassland 

ᵒ  

ᵒ Has implemented 
contingencies or plantings 
specifically for improving 
wildlife habitat. 

ᵒ Refrains from herbicide 
application  
 

ᵒ Hays late June to early July 
and no shorter than 10 
inches 

ᵒ Riparian buffer in place 
providing corridor 

ᵒ Water sources available for 
wildlife use 

ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis < 18 

ᵒ Grazing, fire and haying 
disturbance managed 
strategically to create a variety 
of vegetative cover across 
property 

ᵒ Livestock excluded from buffer 
or only flash grazing  

ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis 18-24 

ᵒ Water sources exist with 
native wetland species 
present 

ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis 25-
40 

ᵒ  

Water 
Quality 
Mgmt 

 

ᵒ Conversion from 
marginal cropland to 
seeded, managed 
grassland 

ᵒ Refrains from herbicide 
application  

ᵒ  

ᵒ Riparian buffer in place 
ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis < 18 

ᵒ Livestock excluded from buffer 
or only flash grazing  

ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis 18-24 

ᵒ Livestock excluded from 
stream 

ᵒ Pasture Trend analysis 25-
40 
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Improved Rangeland Management Progressive Management Crediting Matrix   
 

Mgmt 
Level 

1  2  3  4  5 

 Soil Health 
& GHG Seq 

 Mgmt 
 
 

ᵒ Grazing plan created 
and implemented 

ᵒ Maintains written 
logs that document 
forage-animal 
balance, grazing 
schedule with 
stocking rates, with 
any use of the 
contingency plan. 

ᵒ  

ᵒ Drought plan in place and 
used when needed 

ᵒ Approved prescribed burn 
plan in place. 

ᵒ Brush management plan in 
place 

ᵒ Hay harvested no more 
than once yearly before  
July 15 to height at least 4” 

ᵒ Harvest deferment occurs 
for up to 2 years when 
precipitation is <60% of 
local avg annual rainfall 
during preceding 12 mos. 

ᵒ Vegetation and residue 
covering >60% of soil 
surface 

ᵒ Range Health -10 to -5 
ᵒ Soil disturbance during 

brush removal less than 50% 
and not accelerating erosion  

ᵒ Plant species observed in 
1m by 1m quadrats 35-59% 
of ecological site 

ᵒ Refrains from herbicide 
application unless prescribed  

ᵒ  

ᵒ Key species average height taller 
than 6 inches (as listed in 
ecological site descriptions from 
NRCS)  

ᵒ Actively controls woody 
encroachment* 

ᵒ Utilizes exclosures to monitor 
growth of key species  

ᵒ Prescribed fire applied in 
accordance with historic 
frequency and approved plan   

ᵒ Plant species observed in 1m by 
1m quadrats 60-74% of ecological 
site 

ᵒ Range Health -4 to 5 

ᵒ Grazing on clay soils Light 
in wet years  

ᵒ Grazing on sandy soils 
Light in dry years  

ᵒ Range Health 5+ 
ᵒ Plant species observed in 

1m by 1m quadrats 
represent >75% of 
ecological site 

Nutrient 
Mgmt  

& Avoided 
Emissions 

 

ᵒ Soil test annually on 
hayed lands 

ᵒ Fertilizer application does 
not occur except on hayed 
lands and then when based 
on soil test results and 
nutrient removal 
calculations 

ᵒ Brush removal via chemical 
or mechanical techniques 
occurs on less than 10% of 
the acreage. 

ᵒ Supplemental feeding of cattle 
does not occur 

ᵒ  

ᵒ Range Health 5+ 
ᵒ  

Wildlife 
Mgmt 

 

ᵒ Grazing plan created 
and implemented 

ᵒ  

ᵒ Creates and implements 
wildlife management plan 

ᵒ  

ᵒ Implements contingencies 
for improving wildlife habitat.  

ᵒ Refrains from herbicide 
application  

ᵒ Water sources available for 
wildlife use 

ᵒ Refrains from haying until 
after July 1 and no shorter 
than 10 inches 

ᵒ Grazing, fire and/or haying 
disturbance managed 
strategically to create a variety of 
vegetative cover 

ᵒ Range Health -4 to 5 
ᵒ  

ᵒ Range Health 5+ 
ᵒ Plant diversity >30 species 

in a 1m by 1m quadrat 
ᵒ Water sources exist with 

native wetland species 
present 

ᵒ  

Water 
Quality 
Mgmt 

 

ᵒ Grazing plan created 
and implemented 

 

ᵒ Plant base pedestalling < 
10 mm high  

ᵒ  

ᵒ Livestock excluded from 
buffer or only flash grazing 

ᵒ Fire return interval 3+ years 
ᵒ Refrains from herbicide 

application. 

ᵒ Livestock excluded from stream 
or drawn away using fire 

ᵒ Plant base pedestalling < 5mm 
high,  

ᵒ Range Health -4 to 5 

ᵒ Exposed soil is <5% 
ᵒ No evidence of rill, 

pedestals or terracettes 
 

 



 
Appendix D: Analysis of Conservation District Proficiency with Rangeland 
Monitoring Methods 

 

Rangeland Monitoring: 
An Analysis of Conservation District Proficiency with Methods 

 
District Proficiency with Data Collection Methods. One 200 foot transect could be completed 
in 1‐2 hours. Two people were found to be most efficient for each transect. One person could 
complete the monitoring of a transect, but the time per transect would increase to 3 hours. 
Some time was taken to locate fields and access points. Hopefully this time could be reduced 
with the use of GPS points and notes taken by verifiers noting access points to each property. 
Monitoring went more smoothly when verifiers contacted landowners ahead of time to ensure 
gates would be open, and also gain clarification on the exact location of the property. 
 
We tried many combinations of sampling order. What worked best was to conduct the line‐
point and production at the same time, thus reducing walking time up and down the transect. 
Length of time to sample depended on species abundance (lots of production meant multiple 
bags to weigh), diversity (species identification takes time), and the wind (windy days made it 
harder to sample production). This step can only be sped up with increased plant ID knowledge, 
and teamwork between verifiers. 
 
Each field took about 4 hours for travel, monitoring, and data entry. The current protocols are 
not sustainable from a financial standpoint. An organized district employee could shave off 
almost 2 hours a day by having accurate maps, knowing where fields are, and knowing if gates 
need to be unlocked. However, even with 2 skilled employees and low plant diversity, each field 
took at least 1 hour to monitor, in addition to the driving time to get there. As the program 
moves forward, we will need to find ways to shave off the amount of time designated to each 
property enrolled. 
 
Establishing a Baseline. The methods currently outlined are vital to gain a clear picture of the 
overall health of the landscape. The information collected is also used to design grazing plans 
for the landowner. We suggest using the proposed protocol to gather a baseline datasheet for 
each property that enrolls. In this way, we can use minimal monitoring, or monitoring on 
rotation later to track the progress of the landscape while enrolled in the Oklahoma Carbon 
Program. We recommend baseline sampling for the first 2 years in the program. If one of those 
years contains a severe drought (less than 40% of average rainfall), then baseline could be 
extended 1 more year for a total of 3 years. This is to gain a good representation of the average 
production for that property. If we try to design a grazing plan or estimate site condition during 
a severe drought, our data will be skewed toward less healthy rangeland. By buffering a severe 
drought with other years, hopefully the plants will meet a more expected production levels. 
 
Rotational Monitoring. After a baseline has been established, we suggest sampling a portion of 
the registered properties each year. 1/4 to 1/3 of rangeland properties registered should be a 
frequent enough return interval to observe any shifts in the health of the rangeland. Since 
rangelands vary so much from year to year, long‐term datasets are better for representing the 
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1. Proposed raangeland moonitoring scheedule 
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