
MINUTES OF THE  

SPECIAL MEETING OF STATEWIDE 9-1-1 ADVISORY BOARD 

 Tuesday, April 15, 2014 1:30 p.m. 

State Capitol, Room 511A 

Oklahoma City 

 

Board Members Present:  Lanette Coppedge, Greg Fisher, Darita Huckabee, Darryl Maggard, 
Norman McNickle, Lynn Mell, Richard Ruhl, Blaine Smith, Steve Willoughby, Gene Thaxton, 
Stephen Williamson 

Board Members Absent:  M.T. Berry, Diane Pedicord, Matt Stillwell 

 

I. Call to Order:  Meeting called to order by Chairwoman, Lanette Coppedge, at 1:35 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call:  Quorum present at 1:35 p.m. 
 

III. Introduction of Guests:  The list of guests that were present is available through 
the Board Secretary 
 

IV. Approval of March 13, 2014 regular meeting minutes:  Motion to accept minutes 
made and seconded.  The chairwoman declared the motion to have passed as follows: 

Aye:  Lanette Coppedge, Greg Fisher, Darita Huckabee, Darryl Maggard, Norman 
McNickle, Richard Ruhl, Blaine Smith, Gene Thaxton, Steve Willoughby 

Nay:  None recorded 

Abstain:  Lynn Mell, Stephen Williamson 

V. Discussion of 911 Legislative issues, concerns, and recommendations:  Darryl 
Maggard inquired as to whether or not a study would be done through this 911 Board.  
Madam Chairwoman indicated that she would like to conduct a study, along with OKLA 
NENA, and she would like for it to be done by June 2014.  Funding is needed and it is her 
hope to address additional issues as well.  Darryl Maggard advised that a bill was 
brought before the House and voted down, however it could possibly be brought back as 
was discussed by 911 coordinators.  Madam Chairwoman informed the group that she 
has spoken with Senator Susan Paddack and Darita Huckabee would like to begin 
discussing options within the 911 community for an accepted resolution. 
 



VI. Discussion and possible action concerning Smart 911 and its use in Oklahoma’s 
PSAPs:  Gene Thaxton stated that he spoke with Commissioner of Public Safety, Mike 
Thompson, who was not privy to the Smart 911 information.  Mr. Thaxton also spoke with 
Albert Ashwood regarding possible funding for ongoing maintenance.  Any questions or 
concerns are welcomed, as it will be helpful to obtain opinion from all aspects.  Norman 
McNickle advised that participation could be as low as 30-35%, due to privacy and other 
concerns.  Steve Willoughby stated the program features do seem impressive, and that 
another demonstration can be set up if requested.  Gene Thaxton suggested that these 
are some of the reason that a 911 Coordinator is necessary.  Smart 911 is an additional 
tool, not to be mistaken for the entire 911 service.  Steve Willoughby made the motion, 
which was seconded by Stephen Williamson.  Madam Chairwoman declared the motion 
to have passed as follows: 
 

Aye:  Lanette Coppedge, Greg Fisher, Darita Huckabee, Darryl Maggard, Norman 
McNickle, Lynn Mell, Richard Ruhl, Blaine Smith, Gene Thaxton, Stephen Williamson, 
Steve Willoughby 

Nay:  None recorded 

VII. Update on 911 Board open member positions:  Lanette Coppedge advised that she 
and Gene Thaxton have been working together on this issue.  John Johnson received a 
recommendation to take the place of Cheryl Taylor.  Other vacancies include Vicki 
Atchley, Ronnie Freeman, Linda Herndon, and Dana Church.  The House has advised 
that they would like to do face-to-face interviews along with the President Pro Tempore.  
The Governor’s office also wants an application and face-to-face interview.  Darryl 
Maggard requested specific information with regard to each available position.  This 
information was provided by Gene Thaxton. 
 

VIII. Designation of sub-committee to develop a slate of officers to be voted upon 
during the June 5, 2014 meeting: Lanette Coppedge asked for volunteers to chair the 
sub-committee so that they can begin meeting.  No volunteers came forward, and she 
requested that Blaine Smith Chair the sub-committee.   
 

IX. Public comments concerning 911:  None given 
 

X. Chairman’s Comments:  Lanette Coppedge expressed her appreciation for all in 
attendance, and advised that she is looking forward to future advancement. 

 

XI. New Business:  Darita Huckabee asked where the current information is on Governor’s 
presentation.  Gene Thaxton and Lanette Coppedge have been gathering this information 
as a team.  Ms. Huckabee suggested including last year’s information with this year’s, 
with the help of Darryl Maggard, and making updates as necessary, such as map and 
PSAP updates.  This should be available at the next meeting.   

 



XII. Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 2:13 pm, with a motion made by Richard Ruhl 
 

 

  

 

 

 

_________________________________                   ___________________________________ 

Date                    Ms. Lanette Coppedge, Chairwoman 

                                                                                       

 


