


Previous Science Item (8th Grade) 



New Science Item (8th Grade) 



“Think about a time when you really wanted 
something and finally got it.  Write an essay 
describing what happened and explain how you 
felt afterward.  Support your ideas with reasons 
and develop your writing with details and 
examples. 

Previous Writing Assessment 
(5th/8th Grade) 



New Writing Assessment 
(5th/8th Grade) 

STUDENT DIRECTIONS 
 You have read three texts describing Amelia Earhart. All three 
include the claim that Earhart was a brave, courageous person.  
 
The three texts are: 
“Biography of Amelia Earhart” 
“Earhart's Final Resting Place Believed Found” 
“Amelia Earhart’s Life and Disappearance” 
 
Consider the argument each author uses to demonstrate 
Earhart’s bravery.  Write an essay that analyzes the strength of 
the arguments about Earhart’s bravery in at least two of the 
texts. Remember to use textual evidence to support your ideas. 
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