
BEFORE THE OKLAHOMA BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF THE DECLARATORY RULING ISSUED MAY

29, 2007 PERTAINING TO THE ISSUE OF LICENSED NURSES'
PRACTICE RELATED TO LASER HAIR REMOVAL TREATMENTS.

The Petition of L. Louise Drake, R.N., M.H.R., requesting a Declaratory Ruling

as to the issues related to the scope of practice for licensed nurses involved in laser hair

removal treatment, comes on for hearing this 29th day of May, 2007, all members of the

Board being present. The Board is represented by Debbie McKinney, Attorney at Law,

and Petitioner appears in person. After considering all information relevant to the

Petition including testimony of witnesses and argument of counsel, the Board finds:

1. The Petition for a Declaratory Ruling is properly before this Board

pursuant to the Rules of this Board, specifically, §485:1-1-5(c) and the Oklahoma

Nursing Practice Act, 59 O.S. §§567.1, et seq., specifically, §567.4 F.

2. The use of a Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation,

(hereinafter "laser"), has been declared within the scope of medicine and surgery; as such

it is a medical act and is not within the scope of practice for a qualified advanced practice

nurse to order and/or delegate laser hair removal treatment, even if the advanced practice

nurse has prescriptive authority.

3. Once an Oklahoma licensed physician has performed a medical evaluation

on the patient, a laser hair removal treatment order may be delegated to a licensed nurse.

The prescriptive order should include the following: type of laser; the depth of the

penetration of the laser beam; the wattage or strength of the laser beam; the

circumference of the laser beam (spot size); wave length and pulse beam; description,
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